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Kimberley Shared Ministry 
Anglican and United 

Upcoming	Advent	/	Christmas		Services	

Dec	12,	2022	 	 5:45	Carolling:	Meet	at	church,	8irst	stop	is	Gardenview	at	6:00	
Dec	18,	2022:			 10:00	AM	–		Advent	4		“God	with	Us”		
Dec.	21,	2022:		 7:00	PM	Blue	Christmas/Longest	Night	Service		
Dec.	24,	2022:			 8:00	PM	-	Christmas	Eve	Service		(skit		-	Waiting)		
Dec.	25,	2022:		 10:00	AM	-		Christmas	Service	at	Gardenview.	
	
Light 

Light  looked down

Light looked down
and saw darkness.
“I WILL GO THERE, “ said Light.

Peace looked down
and saw war.
“I WILL GO THERE,” said Peace.

Love looked down
and saw hatred.
“I WILL GO THERE,’’ said Love.

So he,
the Lord of Light,
the Prince of Peace,
the King of Love,
came down
and crept in
beside us.

Cloth for the Cradle 2000 Wild Goose Resource Group, p 82.
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Christmas Message from the Minister 
“Journey to Bethlehem…” 

“Joseph went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem…  He went there 
to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecAng a child.” (Luke 
2:4 & 5) 

Christmas, as we all know, is the :me of the year where many people travel a long distance to 
celebrate the season with family and friends.  But the theme of travelling far from home, as we 
see in Luke’s Gospel, is nothing new.  Luke tells us that Joseph and Mary had to travel to 
Bethlehem before the birth of Jesus.  It was a journey of approximately 100 kilometres which in 
those days was quite a long trip.  Though we do not exactly know how they travelled, Christmas 
cards depict Mary riding a donkey for this long and hazardous journey, especially for a woman 
nearing the end of her pregnancy.  Unknown to them the Wisemen too were travelling at the 
same :me.  At the same :me God, too, was travelling, breaking into our physical dimension of 
:me and space through incarna:on.  The Son of God journeying to become the Son of 
Humanity (man). Yes, the Christmas story is a story of many journeys.  But the important thing is 
to remember that the people who journeyed to Bethlehem experienced God as they journeyed. 

What is our experience, as we travel from or to Kimberley, this Christmas?  Are we journeying 
with and for God or is it just a holiday season? 

Whether we travel or not, we have heard it said that “Life is a journey”.  Quite sadly, many 
people journey alone, not knowing that God is with them.  As a faith community, it is important 
that we recognize and share that God in Jesus as “Emmanuel” travels with us and not me alone.  
For the Journey to Bethlehem (House of Bread) is to be with those who are homeless, poor, 
marginalized and hungry and Christmas in our context invites us to take that journey. 

Many :mes we focus too much on the end of the journey and thus miss the beauty of 
journeying with God and experiencing God in all the ups and downs of life.  Someone said, “it 
maGers to have an end to the journey, but it is the journey that maGers at the end.” 

Siblings in Christ, as Ida and I look forward to our long journey to India to be with our daughters 
and our sons-in-love and, also, to celebrate our nephew’s wedding and meet many friends and 
family a_er a long :me, we request of you your prayers.  At the same :me we wish all of you a 
safe and comfortable journey to Bethlehem through the season of Advent to Christmas and 
then to the New Year. May this journey with God help us, as a poet said, “find our kneeling 
places” as a shared ministry.   

Have a Blessed, Joyous and Meaningful Christmas.   

Alwin Maben	
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Pastoral Relations and Changes in the office 

Linda Johnson returned to the office of our Kimberley Shared ministry. We are pleased that we 
have someone with the experience, commitment and knowledge that Linda brings to the job. 
We thank Kathyrn  Sinclair for her work over the tough Covid period in keeping the office 
func:oning. Kathryn will be happy to not have the steep learning curve of a new computer 
program. We wish her well as she explores new roles in her re:rement. 
Rev Alwin will be taking holidays in January. He and Ida will be returning to India and celebra:ng 
a wedding. 
We are s:ll searching for an individual to take on the paid role of Music Director for our church.  
We thank Elaine Pickles, Jeannie MacDonald and Margaret Mayes for their extra commitment to 
ensure that we have someone to accompany the singing every Sunday. 
If you have comments or ideas that you would like to share about our staff, please contact any 
of the commifee members. 
Louise Welsh 

Christmas Blessings from your Outreach, Pastoral Care & 
Fellowship Committee 

We have been busy this fall getting our new Church house in order. Many thanks to our 
committee members and church folks who have worked so diligently to organize 
greeters, coffee servers, church services at the Pines and Gardenview. We are grateful 
to all who participated in our “Purdy’s Fund Raiser and our always successful Christmas 
Cookie Box Sale.  Our memorial and wedding catering would not have been possible 
without the care and expertise of our committee members.  For all of you we are truly 
grateful.  

For this advent season we pray: 
     That you may live your days in Advent peace.     
      That Advent peace gives you the ability to live with all 
the ups and downs of your life. 
      That Advent peace helps you to remain calm in the 
midst of all the activities that stretch you to the limit.  
      That Advent peace guides you to times and places of 
refreshment.  
      That Advent peace leads you to share your gifts of life 
with others. 
      And that Advent peace directs all your days so that 
others will recognize in you, God’s ways.  

Diana Semenchuk 
Jan Simmonds 
Val Bromley 
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United Church Self-Assessment Document 2022 

A	new	requirement	of	the	Paci8ic	Mountain	Regional	Council	(PMRC)	of	the	United	Church	
is	to	complete	a	congregational	self-assessment	every	three	years.	This	seemingly	replaces	
the	former	Presbytery	visits	by	one	congregation	to	another.	
This	Fall,	a	small	ad-hoc	group	of	congregants	-	June	and	Scott	Owen,	Judy	Peterson,	
Catherine	Ripley,	Carol	Andrews,	Barb	Thompson,	and	Rev.	Alwin	joined	me	in	completing	
this	self-assessment.	We	approached	the	questions	from	a	shared	ministry	perspective,	and	
even	though	we	are	a	new	entity,	had	good	discussions	about	what	is	working,	what	is	
challenging,	and	how	the	Spirit	is	moving	within	the	congregation.	
The	committee	felt	that	this	exercise	was	meaningful	and	helpful.	We	will	be	sure	to	use	it	
as	we	go	forward	with	our	visioning	and	planning.	
The	completed	self-assessment	was	sent	to	the	Paci8ic	Mountain	Regional	Council	
Assessment	team.	We	hope	to	have	feedback	from	the	PMRC	in	the	near	future.	It	will	be	
shared	with	the	whole	congregation.	
We	sent	the	document	as	well	as	to	the	Anglican	Diocese,	for	good	measure.	They	were	
pleased	to	see	where	we	are	at	as	we	grow	into	our	new	ministry.	
You	can	access	the	whole	document	on	our	church	website	(kimberleyunited.ca		Check	
Recent	Posts).	As	well,	a	copy	is	posted	on	the	bulletin	board	outside	of	the	church	of8ice.	

My	thanks	go	out	to	the	group	who	worked	so	well	together	to	complete	this	assessment	in	
a	short	period	of	time.	
Kathy	Desbiolles	
Chair,	KSM	Council	

	

“I’ll	be	a	writer	and	write	things	so	that	children	will	promote	and	defend	
peace,	following	Jesus’	examples.		I’ll	defend	and	promote	our	rights	in	my	
stories	so	that	nobody	can	disrespect	us	or	the	rights	that	we	have.		When	I’m	
an	adult,	I	won’t	be	doing	violence	against	anybody”	
Amelie,	an	eight	year	old	girl	who	lives	in	Bogota,	Columbia,	after	attending	an	arts-based	
peacemaking	workshop	supported	through	UC	Mission	and	Service	gifts.	

http://kimberleyunited.ca

