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Kimberley United Church
Christmas Greetings from your Church Council
Due to the Covid 19 virus, It has been many months since the congregation of Kimberley United
has been able to worship together and also to partake in the normal simple day to day activities
which make us a community of faith. It has been a year like no other, a year in which we have
been tested on how to stay connected, how to reach out to each other, how to share in our joys
and sorrows, how to remain vital in lieu of being visible. This past year is one in which we have
missed each other. We have missed our community and we have done all this in order to keep
ourselves and others healthy and safe.
Although it has been a challenge, your Church Council has met virtually a few times and some
committees were able to meet to organize fund raisers and church improvements. We have a
comprehensive KUC Covid 19 document in place for such time as we can reopen and for use
currently if anyone is in our building. Our Purdy’s chocolate and Cookie Box sale have gone on
with all safety protocols being followed. We are thankful and much appreciative for all those
who have supported these two ventures. We are also grateful to our Search committee who
continues to work on our behalf in the prospect of attracting a minister for KUC.
When we are able to reopen it will be a treat to experience the new AV equipment which will
have been installed in the sanctuary as well as the kitchen renovations which were completed in
the downstairs kitchen.
We do not know when we will be able to reopen our Sanctuary for church services. Council is
very cognizant of the government safety concerns and we will only open when it is safe and ok
to do so. It may be some time still- that will depend on government guidelines.
This will be a December like no other. Most of our usual Christmas tidings will not occur. Let us
take what we know from past Christmases and dream about this upcoming one. For sure, the
Christ child will be born, the Spirit of God will descend upon the earth, and God will have been
revealed to us. Let us hold up the unusual, the different, the not so comforting as we travel
through advent, through Christmas and into the New Year. Inside each of us is the Spirit, the
Holy and the Comforter. This year we cannot meet, greet, hug and spread cheer in the usual way,
however that does not preclude us from prayer and attentive thought, knowing that we are all one
and all connected.
May you find Hope, Peace, Joy and Love as it appears to you over this blessed season. Keep
your hearts open and perhaps this year, as strange as it is, you may have the appearance of
something extraordinary, something wonderful or unexpected.
My hope is that this is so.
Love & Blessings
Diana Semenchuk on behalf of the Church Council
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Daniel has recorded some Advent and Christmas Music.
https://soundcloud.com/kuc-368103888/sets/kuc-advent-and-christmas

Pastoral Care, Outreach and Fellowship
We have had very little activity since COVID 19 closed everything down in March of this year.
We hope that everyone and their families have been doing well. It has not been an easy time for a
lot of people and our hearts go out all of you. We have gotten together for doing the Purdy’s
chocolates once again and will be having a cookie box sale on December 12, just to bring back a
little normality to our lives again. All those who have bought chocolates and made beautiful
cookies for are sale we thank you.
We would like to take is opportunity to say that we wish you all a very Merry Christmas. It may
be very different for a lot of us, but as long as we remember the meaning of Christmas and enjoy
what we do have at this special time we can make a wonderful Christmas for everyone.
MERRY CHRISTMAS from Ruth, Myra, Gail, Carol, Jill, Donna, Diana, Barb, Joy, and Jan

Property and Finance Committee
Your Property and Finance Committee has continued to meet and have tried to keep the building
in good shape for our eventual return. We want to thank Gerda Mann for her hard work in
putting together our 10 page document regarding our eventual opening of the church. The
document contains all the necessary information on our protocols for re-opening, for rentals, and
for use of the sanctuary. It was the first step toward a reopening, as the document is required by
WorkSafe BC, as well as the United Church.
As you may recall at our last AGM we discussed Audio Visual Equipment for the sanctuary. One
of the main uses is to make sure that we could bring in services from other communities while
we wait for the hiring of a minister here in Kimberley. We began purchasing the equipment
during Black Friday Sales and have managed to get some great deals. The installation should
take place in the next week or two.
I’m not sure if we have mentioned this yet, but the big news from our committee for the year is
the completion for our kitchen. Thanks to Gerry Semenchuk who led the project, we now have a
beautiful kitchen with new counters, new backsplash and a lovely paint job. We can’t wait for
the next “apple pie making day!”
Finally, I want to thank Susan Baker, Carol Fergus, Bill Bale, Gerry Semenchuk, and Jay Mellor
for their dedication to our committee during these tough times. Having these folks on this
committee has made chairing it a pure pleasure.
And on behalf of us all I would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 2021.
Let’s continue to be safe and kind to one another.
Alla Sayegh
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KUC Search Committee Report
We held three meetings over the past month. We had applications and expressions of interest in
our position. We felt that the skills, experience and the hiring options of these individuals do not
match our needs.
The committee struggled with looking at our future and the uncertainty about the opening up of
churches and worship. Overriding a lot of our discussion is the uncertainty about church in
general as we work through the Covid restrictions and the timing of any resumption of “normal”
life.
We know that many of you, have been picking up on-line Sunday morning worship and perhaps
some of you have developed different approaches to spiritual reflection time. In this time of
Advent we encourage you to continue to pray for our church and the ministry that we can all
offer to each other. We still believe that there will be applications in 2021 from potential leaders
with skills in worship and pastoral care that can lead our congregation into the future.
We look forward to an annual meeting, however it will be held, as an opportunity to review the
mandate of the Search committee and discuss any future options that the congregation would like
to pursue.
The search committee consists of Jim Andrews Corine Backman, Kathy Desbiolles, Linda
Johnson, Michael Jones, Gail McColl and Louise Welsh.

Trustees
As of November 30, 2020 the balance of our Trust Funds is $132, 843.64, which is an increase of
$6,168.50 from January 1, 2020. When the Corona Virus pandemic began, our funds decreased
to $107,880.63. We are pleased that the markets have recovered and our investments have
increased further.
KUC’s Trust Funds are comprised of the Legacy Fund and the Organ Fund. The Organ Fund
total is $8328.26, and a decision was made by Council to use these funds to purchase an AV
system, with television monitors, internet modem and cables. With installation costs, this should
total approximately $6,000. This will be installed in the near future, while there are no services
being held at Kimberley United, which facilitates the installation.
We welcomed Gerda Mann to the Trustees this past summer. We appreciate her knowledge and
desire to assist the Trustees in their work. Thank you, Gerda.
Respectfully submitted,
Linda S. Johnson, Secretary-Treasurer, KUC Trustees, on behalf of Gerry Semenchuk
(Chairperson), Bill Bale and Gerda Mann
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KUC eNewsletter
Kimberley United Church is distributing a biweekly newsletter by email.
If you have not received this newsletter, you can ask to be added to the distribution list by
sending an email to kucenews@icloud.com
You may have to add this address to your contact list or your computer might put these emails
into your junk folder.

Treasurer’s Report
First of all I would like to thank all the people who have continued to support Kimberley United
during this difficult time. Committees are still working hard, fundraising is happening and many
people are continuing to support our church financially. As of November 30 our bank balance
was $41,964. This is an amount that will allow us to pay moving expenses and the first few
months’ salary for a new minister. For us to remain financially viable once we have a minister
on staff and are once more able to open for Sunday services, it is necessary that we continue to
increase the amount of money in our bank account. Christmas envelopes are included in this
newsletter and I ask you to think prayerfully on whether or not you would like to make a
Christmas donation to Kimberley United.
For anyone who wishes to make a Donation it may be done in any of the following ways:
• Dropped off at the church either during office hours or by simply dropping your envelope
through the mail slot.
• Mailed to Kimberley United Church, 10 Boundary Street, Kimberley BC V1A 3C8.
• Online through canadahelps.org
Have a Merry Christmas and I hope to see everyone in my church family in the New Year.
Thanks
Susan Baker
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