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Kimberley United Church 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 

Rev. Sunny Kim, Pauline Bethune, Carol Andrews, Michael Jones, Susan Lamb, Daniel Bailey, Esther 
Jacobson. 

Goodbye smoky summer and welcome to clean air--how wonderful to be able to see the mountains again, 
even if there is fresh snow on them! 
 Most of us in this area were very fortunate that we had only the evacuation alert and not evacuation.  Our 
gratitude goes to all those on the fire lines who work very hard to keep us safe. 

Thanks to Rev. Frank Lewis, Pastor Steve Nuytten and Louise Welsh for leading worship when Rev. 
Sunny was away during the summer. 

THE CHOIR: has resumed regular practice on Thursdays at 6:45 P.M. Anyone wishing to join is 
welcome---no experience necessary.  You just need a love of singing. 
Rehearsals for a Christmas Cantata are underway and singers from other choirs and the general public are 
being  invited to join.  The Cantata will be presented on the weekend of Dec.15/16. 
PINES WORSHIP:  Following a summer break, services resumed on Oct. 3rd.--always the 1st 
Wednesday of the month at 10:30 A.M. 
BULLETIN: A re-design of the weekly bulletin to incorporate congregational news, timely church news 
and other items of interest, is in the planning stages. 
CHILDREN:  Providing a welcoming experience for families with children has been a topic of discussion 
for some time.  It is a challenge to provide a program for children of varying ages and irregular 
attendance.  Any ideas/suggestions are welcome. 

SPECIAL SERVICES:  
Saturday, Dec 15 @ 7:00 pm:  Christmas Cantata and music 
Sunday,  Dec 16 @ 10:00 am: Cantata Sunday 
Monday, Dec 17 @2:00 pm: Christmas Service at The Pines 
Tuesday, Dec. 18 @ 2 pm:  Christmas Service at Gardenview Village. (Rev. Katherine is leading) 
Monday, Dec 24 @ 8:00 pm: Christmas Eve Service 

Esther Jacobson. 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Minister’s Message 

“In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified.” (Luke 2:8-9) 

Dear sisters and brothers of Kimberley United Church, 
Call this a perk of being a congregational minister, but my Advent/ 
Christmas started earlier than most people. I started reading the 
nativity stories and Christmas books earlier, and I even started 
listening to Christmas music in mid-November! Christmas books 
came out at the Marysville used bookstore where I volunteer 
occasionally, so I already chose some children’s Christmas books for 
our children. Being in a Christmas mood brings back memories and 
evokes certain emotions, I’m sure, for most of us (hopefully all good 
ones).  
But the more I spend Christmas in Canada among the beautiful lights 
and decorations, the more I become sad that Christmas is much more 
of a commercial holiday than a religious one. Sharing love with 
family and showing hospitality, and the spirit of giving and serving 
are some of the positive aspects of our Christmas culture; however, so 
much of our Christmas culture in Canada is focused on buying and 
receiving gifts. We are celebrating the birth of a saviour child born 
among the poor and was visited by the lowliest of the lowly, and a group of foreigners; a child 
who would grow up to preach about God’s kingdom where our worldly values are reversed and 
that is operated by the principles of compassion and justice.  Do not let the commercial 
Christmas culture prevent you from meditating on the values for which Jesus stood all his earthy 
life.  
Therefore, as we share happy moments with our family 
and enjoy gifts, good food, and good company, I invite 
you to think about spending less on ourselves and more 
on giving to those who need more than we do. Let us 
ponder the God who shows mercy on the poor and the 
marginalized. Consider donating to one of The Gifts with 
Visions projects, or to our local food bank for the joy of 
giving and sharing, etc. May the blessing of God be with 
you and your family this Christmas. May your Christmas 
be filled with the blessing of love, giving and sharing. 
Amen.   

Rev. Sun-Young “Sunny” Kim 
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Christmas Greetings from your Church Council 

Dream a dream, a hopeful dream as children do on Christmas Eve, imaginings, 
surprising things to hold and to believe.  
Dream a time, this Christmastime, when no one’s hungry or afraid, that weapons go and 
harvests grow, that friends are met and made.  
Dream a peace, our planet’s peace, the greening of the earth at play, the holy ground 
where life is found, where God has touched the clay.  
Dream a gift, the Christmas gift that changes everything we see: the shimmering of angel 
wing, the Child, the Mystery.  

Dream a Dream, MV 158  Words: Shirley Murray 

It is now, Advent and Christmas 2018.  A time when perhaps amidst the busyness 
of the season we are able to take a moment, however brief, to ponder, to think 
and perhaps to dream of what the real story of Christmas might mean for us 
today and into the future. It is the story of how from a simple birth, a path was 
born that when followed leads to goodness, happiness and peace.  It is a path 
where one is given the choice to follow, to meander, to step off, to return- 
available to all of us at any given moment.  A path born out of love and concern 
for all.  A path that can lead the world in change.   
I am hopeful that this Christmas season we all have an opportunity to dream. A 
few stolen moments, an afternoon of solitude, possibly more time or less.  
For from dreams, can come plans and choices, opportunities and change, 
forgiveness, peace and love.   
Wishing you love, peace, hope and joy this Christmas time.  

Diana Semenchuk  Council Chair.  

Pastoral Care, Fellowship and Outreach Committee 
Our committee would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to both the ladies who step 
into helping our committee when we call and the men who so silently come and give us a hand 
with all the heavy work needed. 

We have had another year of wonderful fellowship and pastoral care done by our group of ladies. 
We are hoping to have some new fun activities starting with our knitting group. You do not need 
to know how to knit as lessons are supplied.  Please come out and enjoy our new group. 

Our family and friends are such an important part of the Christmas season to share wishes of 
love, joy, and peace. May you all have a very wonderful Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Jan Simmonds 
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Kootenay Presbytery 
In the Fall, Kootenay Presbytery members had many mixed emotions as it was our last meeting 
before joining  Pacific Mountain Regional Council starting in 2019.  Our President is Jay Olson, 
she stated that, "We need to look outside of ourselves more and more and see the Holy in all of 
us and in the whole world". Each Region is mandated to meet in 2019 so there will be a 
gathering of the Regional Council for May 31 to June 2 held in the lower mainland which will 
include a Celebration of Ministry. All Minsters and a Representative from each congregation will 
attend. 
All congregations have access to the Pro Vision Fund. If you have an idea that needs funding, 
please bring it to our church council so we can apply for it. This money  comes from a 
percentage of funds built up from the sale of properties.  
It has been said "The one thing in life that we can count on is that it will not stay the same". We 
can count on God's love to always be with us.  
Wishing you a Christmas filled with peace and love. 

Ruth Carlson 

Cookie Walk  Saturday December 8  

Doors open at 10 AM . Get there early for the best 
selection. 

Get your Christmas baking done in one morning. Buy a 
box of Cookies for only $10.00. 

Since it started, it has been a good fund raiser for our 
church.  We have had great fun sharing those cookies 
and recipes passed down from past family Christmas 
traditions. 

Over the years we have had bakers add in gluten free 
cookies and lighter versions of the old recipes. However, 
the shortbread cookie has maintained its prominence as 
the most sought after cookie. The variety of lovely little 
cookies makes a delicious addition to your holiday. 

If you would like to contribute a batch of your favourite 
traditional cookies or try baking something new, please 
drop them off at the Church by Friday Dec 7. 

Everyone is encouraged to tell  their family or friends to 
pick up a box of cookies.  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Sing Christmas 

This year, the Kimberley United Church 
Choir, along with members from the 
Community Choir are excited to present 
selections from Sing Christmas, a celebration 
of well-known Christmas tunes arranged 
by Joel Raney & Mary McDonald. You're 
sure to recognize a many of the songs in this 
work, beautifully arranged with exciting 
harmonies and accompaniment. Also featured 
this year will be Randy Marchi, United 
Church music director Daniel Bailey, Arne 
Sahlen and more.   

The concert will take place on Saturday, 
December 15th, starting at 7:00 pm. Admission by donation. 


