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Kimberley United Church 
     

 

  CALLING  ALL  CAROLLERS!  

 Thanks to Ruth Carlson 
for organizing the annual outing 

to take some singing and fellowship 
 out into our community. 

                                           
Monday, Dec.22nd 

Meet at the church at 5:45 for car-pooling.  

Information? call Ruth @ 427-3761. 

Christmas Services 
Dec. 21st  7:00 P.M. – Service of the Longest Night  

Dec. 24th 8:00 P.M.  – Christmas Eve Service 
Dec. 25th 10:00 A.M. – Christmas Day Service  at 

Garden View Village (in the Golden Room).
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Message from the Minister 

Guardian of the seasons, keeper of every time, tune us, so to your rhythms, 
that we may know the occasion for stillness and the moment for action. 

May we be so prepared, so aware, so awakened in our waiting, 
that when you prompt us into motion our hands may be your hands 

and our purposes your own. 
Night Visions: Searching The Shadows of Advent and Christmas by Jan L. Richardson, pg. 71 

 Advent is a time of preparation, of quietly listening and responding.  
It is a time for watchfulness of signs of God’s presence and blessing. It is an 
opportunity to intentionally prepare our hearts to receive the blessing of 
Christ and to rededicate our lives and gifts in his name.  

The hope and promise of the Advent and Christmas season is that 
God is always present and that Christ came, and is with us still, as a 
tangible sign of God’s love and presence in the world. This is the stubborn 
and persistent hope that has inspired and sustained Christians throughout 
the ages. 

There is an amazing richness of imagery and meaning in the 
scripture stories that we recall at this time of year. We are reminded that 
God is present and is experienced by ordinary people in extraordinary 
ways. A young woman is visited by an angel and is called to bear and 
nurture a special child. Her betrothed chooses to honour his commitment 
to marry in spite of social stigma and the cultural taboos of the day. An 
arduous journey leads to an unexpected welcome. Shelter is provided not 
in an inn but in a lowly stable where animals provide warmth and 
protection from the cold dark night. Shepherds follow their hearts and are 
led by a star to the Christ-Child. Angels sing of God’s glory and Magi bring 
gifts to honour the birth of the prince of peace.   
 We are comforted by the familiarity of this 
story. We are reminded of Christmas seasons in the 
past and we are surrounded by the goodwill of 
people of faith throughout the ages. We celebrate 
and rejoice that we have wondrous stories  to share 
with others. We are also challenged by the stories of 
our faith tradition to walk into the unknown with 
courage and hope, trusting that God will guide our  
way. 

 God’s blessings to everyone during this 
Advent and Christmas season! 

Christine
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Council Report  

I am only one. But still, I am one.  
I cannot do everything, but still I can do something.  And because I cannot do 

everything, I will not refuse to do the something that I can do.  
 Edward Everett Hale.  

I came across these few lines as I was contemplating our Christmas 
newsletter and thinking about our wonderful Church family at Kimberley 
United. Each of us is only one, but collectively together we have strength, 
enduring support for each other, ideas that flourish and the will and desire 
to make a difference in our community of Kimberley and around the world.  
It matters not if you have been in our community of faith for a lifetime or if 
you are new to us.  Together with each doing something, we will continue 
to move as the spirit moves us and rejoice in what we can accomplish.   
Beginning in 2015 the Church Council has decided to meet six times a year, 
in the months of Jan, Mar, May, Aug/Sept, Nov and at our AGM in 
February. We feel that with electronic communication and very well 
functioning committees this will work efficiently. We ask that as our 
calendar year draws to a close please consider what your commitment to 
Kimberley United Church will be in 2015.   
As we close out 2014 we are grateful for each of our members and 
adherents and we pray that in this joyous season you find the peace, hope 
and love that is Christmas.  

Diana Semenchuk 
Acting Chair KUC Council   

Outreach, Pastoral Care and Fellowship 
We would like to take this time to thank each and every one 
of you for your participation in all activities. It is the caring 
and sharing with baking and visiting throughout this year that 
has made ‘2014’ a success.   
Friends and Family are the wonderful part of Christmas, 
and as the year draws to a close, we want to wish you 
Peace, Love, and Joy through the Holiday Season and the 
new Year. 

  Betty Wilkinson 
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Trustees' Christmas Letter 2014 
Christmas brings us a time of hope, joy and caring and for 
many, a time for giving. We celebrate that our Legacy Fund is 
now an active supporter of our United Church of Canada 
Foundation which provides support to many areas in the lives 
of our churches. Thanks to our Foundation's continuing 
positive growth we see hope for both our local and 
international programs. Programs that bring help to those in 

need. Our congregation's use of PAR (pre-authorized remittance) provides major 
benefits to those who manage our Kimberley United Church budget. True stories 
in our Sunday bulletin, from Jane Harding, show how United Church members 
support one another now and in the future with Legacy Fund gifts.  We ask you to 
consider Kimberley United Church Legacy Fund in your estate planning.  Have a 
very Merry Christmas. 

 Bill Bale, Linda Johnson, Graham Mann, and Gerry Semenchuk 

Did you know? 
Did  you know that  sometimes your ‘garbage’ can be helpful to 
others? 
At Kimberley United Church, we collect some articles that are in 

turn exchanged for dollars . Pat Oslund organizes the Campbell Soup 
labels and they are sent to the Shriner’s Children’s Hospital in Spokane and the 
funds are used to supplement the patients recreational needs.   
We also collect pop can flip tops, made of aluminum, and they are delivered to 
the Ronald McDonald house at the Alberta Children’s Hospital in 
Calgary.  Because so many of Kimberley’s children needing special medical 
attention are sent there, we assist them with funds from the sale of the aluminum 
to supplement their ‘special needs' .    
Another item collected is eye glasses.  They are given to the Lions Club for 
eyeglasses for the needy in the Third world.   

Thanks for saving for us and allowing us to help others.....   Myra Farquhar 

Many thanks to all who donated their Mark Creek Market till receipts to 
Kimberley United.  When we reach $5000.00 in till tape value, we receive a Mark 
Creek Market store voucher for $30.00.  In 2014 we received 8 vouchers totalling 
$240.00. These vouchers are used to support activities of the church.  

Please keep placing your receipts in the marked pouch 
located outside the upper hall.  It really does make a 
difference.  

Thanks 
    Gerry & Diana Semenchuk  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On behalf of Kimberley United Church's community outreach,  
Rev. Christine Dudley (far right) and Gail McColl (far left) present a donation to 
Youth at L.E.E.S. Spark Youth Centre.  
The money helps to support the programming at the Centre. This year it will 
enable the Kimberley youth to enjoy a Christmas dinner and party. 

A Child is Born 
Kimberley United Church hosted a concert featuring the cantata, “A Child Is Born,” a 
retelling of the familiar Christmas story through song and word.  Lyrics and music for 
this work were written and composed by Kimberley United Church accompanist-music 
director, Terry Macham. 
The cantata consists of ten original choral pieces written in a variety of musical styles, 
varying from 60’s “rock” to contemporary “pop.” A few traditional “classical” music style 
pieces are included as well.  
The concert evening was complemented with 
seasonal musical selections by other local 
performers that included the Barbershop Quartet - 
“Sound Principle,” Dave Carlson and Carol Fergus, 
and Marta Zeegers accompanied by Arne Sahlen. 
“A Child Is Born” will also be performed at Christ 
Church-Trinity in Invermere on Sunday, Jan. 4, 
2015 at 2 p.m. 
The cantata choir is made up from members of the 
regular Kimberley United Church Choir along with 
a number of the Kimberley Community Choir, plus 
additional singers from the United Church 
congregation and individuals from the wider local 
community. 
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