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Though the calendar year begins on January 1st, the Church 
year truly begins on the fourth Sunday before Christmas — 
the first day of Advent. To celebrate the season, Christians 

join in the tradition of the Advent wreath.
What do the four Advent candles represent?

Hope – In Christian theology, hope is one of the 

three theological virtues (faith, hope, and love),   
which are spiritual gifts of God. It is not a physical 
emotion but a spiritual grace.

Hope is a star that shines in the night,
leading us on till the morning is bright.

When God is a child there’s joy in our song.
The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong,

And none shall be afraid

Peace – Inner peace is being mentally and 

spiritually at peace, with enough knowledge and 
understanding to keep oneself strong in the face of 
discord or stress.
Global peace movements seek to guarantee security 
by ending war and assuring basic human rights, 
including the right of all people to have access to air, 
water, food, shelter and health care.

Peace is a ribbon that circles the earth,
giving a promise of safety and worth.

When God is a child there’s joy in our song.
The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong,

And none shall be afraid.

Joy – Synonyms of joy are: bliss, cheer, comfort, 

delight, elation, exulting, gladness, humor, mirth, 
rapture, satisfaction, wonder

Joy is a song that welcomes the dawn,
telling the world that the Saviour is born.

When God is a child there’s joy in our song.
The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong,

And none shall be afraid

Love – There are several Greek words for "love":

Agape: In the New Testament, agape is charitable, 
selfless, altruistic, and unconditional. It is parental 
love, seen as creating goodness in the world; it is the 
way God is seen to love humanity. 
Phileo: Also used in the New Testament, is a human 
response to something that is found to be delightful. 
Also known as "brotherly love." 

Love is a flame that burns in our heart,
Jesus has come and will never depart.

When God is a child there’s joy in our song.
The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong,

And none shall be afraid
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"Hope is a Star"–Voices United, #7, Brian Wren, 1985 

   Christ candle – The center candle, which is traditionally white, 

represents Christ as the light of the world. This candle is lit on Christmas Eve 
or Christmas Day, in commemoration of the first coming of Christ to the world.
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The day this edition of the Kimberley United Church newsletter is circulated will be the first 
Sunday in the season of Advent. Advent is a special time in our church calendar when we intentionally 
prepare ourselves for the renewal of faith that comes from remembering, with our heart and soul, that 
God’s love was manifest in the gift of the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. 
 To know that the gift of God’s love was revealed in the birth of a child in humble circumstances 
helps us realize that in our ordinariness, we in our own way also have the potential to reveal God’s 
goodness in the world.
 In preparation for Advent I’ve been reviewing Advent and Christmas resources. I am always 
pleasantly surprised by how often I find “new” revelations in well-worn books and this Advent season is no 
exception. I have long believed in the concept of the “ministry of presence” and so I read with interest this 
quote from Joyce Rupp’s book, Out of the Ordinary:
 God sent a present into the world, the gift of loving presence named Jesus. The gospel stories 
indicate that Jesus gave few material things to people. What he gave most was his personal presence, gifts 
that were treasures of the heart: belief in self, inner healing, peace of mind, compassion, forgiveness, 
dignity, and justice. This loving presence lives on in us and is the central focus of Christmas gift-giving.
 Sharing the gift of personal presence means that we see ourselves as a gift holding the goodness of 
Jesus who is Emmanuel, God-with-us. Like Jesus, we can give from our inner abundance, gifts from the 
heart. Moments lovingly spent with another through prayer or through personal presence carry more 
beauty and have more endurance than anything material we could give. What greater gifts could we share 
than ones that reflect the one Great Love we have known in the person of Jesus: our care and concern, our 
hope, our joy, our understanding and forgiveness, our kindness, our patience? (pg. 20)
 In the hustle and bustle of pre-Christmas preparations it is indeed a gift to give ourselves 
permission to slow down and be more reflective about what this season is all about. Advent provides the 
opportunity to reflect on what is important as people of faith and to ask ourselves what we want to offer 
others from the gifts of our lives. These are some of the suggestions that Joyce Rupp offers:
 Be with someone who needs you.
 Be with a person who gives you hope.
 Be with an older person.
 Be with someone who has helped you grow.
 Be with one who is in pain.
 Be with a child.
 Be with someone who has a terminal illness.
 Be with a co-worker.
 Be with those whose hope is faint.
 Be with someone working for justice.
 Be with those who are abused and neglected.
 Be with your loved ones.

 Wherever you are and whatever you do, in this Advent and Christmas season, I wish you God’s 
blessings and the realization that your life is itself a wonderful gift to be shared.

 Blessed Advent and Merry Christmas!

  Christine
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 As you read this submission to our Christmas newsletter our 
church community has just begun our Advent journey which will 
lead us to the coming of the Christ child, the central focus of the 
Christmas season.  

 Advent means both adventure and arrival. Is it possible that this 
year's Advent and Christmas could become a different kind of adventure for us? 

A child, born unceremoniously in a stable with meagre beginnings. A child who 
lives and grows to teach, to demonstrate and to exemplify his absolute trust and faith 

in God. A child who grows into a man who knows injustice, who feels poverty, who 
understands sickness, whose caring knows no bounds. 

 As this child was, so can we be?  Is it possible to have absolute trust and faith in God? 
Can we believe "if each of us do what we can, God will do what we can't ".
 I think it is entirely possible and indeed somewhat challenging. What would it take? A 
different kind of adventure, a huge amount of faith? I have no problem believing that such 
faith, inherent in each of us is in abundance. Maybe this Christmas season in a quiet moment 
we can take an opportunity to " just believe" and experience that faith.
I pray:
 That you may live your days in Advent peace.
 That Advent peace gives you the ability to live with all the ups and 
 downs of your life.
 That Advent peace helps you to remain calm in the midst of all the 
 activities that stretch you to the limit.
 That Advent peace guides you to times and places of  refreshment.
 That Advent peace leads you to share your gifts of life with  others. 
 And that Advent peace directs all your days so that others will 
 recognize in you, God's ways. 

Season's Blessings
Diana Semenchuk
KUC Council Chair

Christmas	  brings	  us	  a 	  .me	  of	   hope,	   joy	   and	   caring.	  
We	  celebrate	  that	  our	  Legacy	   Fund	  is 	  now	  an	  ac.ve	  

supporter	   of	   our	   United	  
C h u r c h	   o f	   C a n a d a	  
Founda.on.	   Thanks	   to	  
o u r	   F o u n d a . o n ' s	  
c o n.nu i n g	   p o s i . v e	  
growth	   we	  see	   hope	   for	  
both	   our	   interna.onal	  
and	   local	   programs.	  

Programs	   that	   bring	   help	   those	   in	   need.	   Our	  
congrega.on's	   use	   of	   PAR	   (Pre-‐Authorized	  
RemiJance)	   rather	   than	   weekly	   envelopes	  provides	  

major	   benefits	   to	   those	  who	  manage	  our	   Kimberley	  
United	  Church	  budget.	  Jane	  Harding's	  November	  18th	  
delighSul	   story	   of	   how	   Earl's	   thoughSul	   legacy	  
offered	   to	   his 	   church	   via	   his 	   estate,	   provided	  
powerful	  impact	  on	  genera.ons	  to	  come.	  These	  true	  
stories 	   show	   how	   we	   are	   suppor.ng	   one	   another,	  
both	   present	  and	   future	  with	  our	   Legacy	   Fund	  giVs.	  	  
We	   ask	   you	   to	   consider	   Kimberley	   United	   Church	  
Legacy	  Fund	  in	  your	  estate	  planning.	  	  

Merry	  Christmas	  
Graham	  Mann,	  Barbara	  Langton	  and	  Jim	  Andrews

LEGACY FUND 
COMMITTEE

CHRISTMAS 2012
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Our	   July	   2012	   junior	   camp,	   dubbed	   Camp	   Frog,	  
experienced	   another	   "sold	   out"	   year.	   Camp	   Director,	  
Kevin	  Travis,	  successfully	  handled	  the	  challenges	  of	  not	  

h a v i n g	   h i s	   w i f e ,	  
Melissa,	   as 	   his	   co-‐
director	   as	   she	   was	  
forced	   to	   remain	   in	  
Calgary	   handling	   her	  
own	   challenges	   of	  

their	   just-‐born	   third	   child.	   Thanks	   to	   their	   wonderful	  
crew	  of	  assistants	  our	  junior	  campers	  had	  a	  ball.

In	  September,	  the	  East	  Kootenay	  Women’s	  Retreat	  also	  
experienced	   an	   aJendance	   sell	   out.	   Our	   local	   leader,	  
Carol	  Andrews,	  reports 	  another	  serene	  success.	   	  At	  the	  
end	   of	   the	   program	   the	   ladies	   once	   again	   donated	  
camperships	  fund	  to	  Rock	  Lake	  Camp.	  	  To	  ensure	  that	  all	  
children	   are	   able	   to	   aJend	   camp,	   we	   keep	   our	  
registra.on	  fee	  very	  low	  at	  $140	  per	  child.	  	  Even	  at	  that,	  
there	   are	   s.ll	   children	   whose	   families 	   are	   unable	   to	  
afford	   this	   amount.	   The	   camperships	   we	   receive	  

guarantee	   that	  we	  are	   able	   to	  welcome	  all	  children	  to	  
camp,	  regardless	  of	  their	  financial	  circumstances.	  	  

Following	   nine	   years	   of	   dedica.on,	   Gerda	   Mann	   has	  
re.red	  from	  the	  Rock	  Lake	  United	  Church	  Camp	  Society.	  
Taking	   over	   her	   du.es	   is	   our	   own	   Sheila	   McDonald.	  
Graham	   Mann	   is	   scheduled	   to	   re.re	   this	   coming	  
February.	  Subject	  to	  your	  approval	  his	  posi.on	  on	  Camp	  
Society	   Board	   will	   be	   filled	   by	   Greg	   McDonald.	   The	  
McDonalds	   are	   blessed	   by	   joining	   a	   Society	   that	   is	  
financially	  currently	  in	  the	  black!

Are	  there	  any	  plans	  in	  your	   future	  for	  which	  Rock	  Lake	  
could	  be	  an	  ideal	  loca.on?	  Are	  you	  planning	  a 	  children’s	  
camp,	   retreat,	   training	   seminar,	   workshop,	   wedding,	  
reunion,	  ...?	  	  If	  so,	  contact	  us	  —	  we	  would	  	  love	  to	  share	  
our	  liJle	  piece	  of	  heaven	  with	  you!

May	  the	  blessings	  of
this	  most	  holy	  season	  be	  with	  everyone.

Graham	  Mann

Dates to note:
Dec 1:  United 4 Kids’ Christmas Event

Dec 2:  Advent 1 – Communion Worship

Dec 8:  Cookie Walk, 10:30am - 1:00pm

Dec 9:  Advent 2
Dec 16: Advent 3 – Cantata Sunday

Dec 19: Christmas Service at the Pines, 2pm

Dec 21:  Service of The Longest Night, 7 pm

Dec 23: Advent 4
Dec 24:   Christmas Eve service, 8pm

Dec 25:   Christmas Service at Garden View 

	
 Village, 11:00am in the Golden Room

Dec 30:  Service of Lessons and Carols

Jan 6: Epiphany

OUTREACH COMMITTEE
CHRISTMAS 2012

As this joyful season of celebration approaches, 
we rejoice in the benefits our church has passed 
on to others through your Outreach program.  
Some of the blessings we have enjoyed this 
year include: Desperately needed food cards for 
McKim and Selkirk Schools; transportation 
funds for Senior's Wellness In Motion; support 
funds for Dry Grad and Spark Youth Drop-in 
Centre, plus a ShelterBox for disaster victims. 

Our community teas continued to bring joy to 
numerous seniors where food, music and 
fellowship were greatly appreciated. United 4 
Kids successfully entertained  children groups 
both inside and outside of our Church. 
	
	
 As the Outreach Committee makes 
plans for an exciting 2013, we extend our 
warmest wishes to everyone.  May you enjoy all 
the blessings of Christmas and have a happy, 
healthy and prosperous New Year.

Graham Mann, Gail McColl, Sheila McDonald, 
Gerda Mann, Pat Oslund, Diana Semenchuk 

and Joyce Wilkinson.

ROCK LAKE CAMP
Christmas 2012 
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Pastoral Care and 
Fellowship

Members: Betty Wilkinson, Christine 
Dudley, Carol Mellor, Diana 

Semenchuk, Donna Sanche, Barb 
Streich, Ruth Carlson, Peng Smith, 

Eileen Gross
Helpers:  Donna Vandermaaten, Lil 
Child, Pauline Bethune, Elsie Fisher, 

Corrine Backman 

The purpose of our committee is to 
provide opportunities for interaction 
and social functions. We coordinate 
contacts for church visitation program, 
as well as coordinating social events 
and after-worship coffee. We also, when 
called upon, provide refreshments 
following funerals and work with the 
prayer shawl ministry. 
We would like to take this time to give a 
warm thank you to:
* Everyone for helping with baking and 

knitting of the prayer shawls and 
making the events such a  great 
success;

* Our Greeters for their steady 
commitment;

* Pat Oslund  for making the coffee and 
tea Sunday mornings;

* Myra Farquhar  for arranging  teas
* Corrine Backman for all the card 

writing
* For our two fundraising programs, 

Purdy’s Chocolate and all the bottles 
dropped off at the depot, 

In closing we would like to Wish 
Everyone a Holiday Season of Peace

Joy and Love

a note to KUC:
to give an update and say hello to all our friends who we miss dearly. 
After reading the new moderators blog on "place" it motivated me 
finally write! The blog made me think about "place" and KUC is a 
special place that will forever remain in our hearts and minds.  It is 
the place that I reconnected with my own faith, found great friends, 
watched my children enter a community of faith and both celebrated 
and mourn in.  
 A few  days after we moved into our new house a letter came 
for us from KUC.  It was like water in a desert.  It meant a great deal 
to us. Hard to explain what a letter with well wishes does when you 
are surrounded with boxes, hungry kids and a lot of mess. I have kept 
that note card and look at it from time to time fondly.   
 I have checked out the KUC website and see all the great 
work that continues to be done in the community by KUC. In reading 
some of the new moderator's blogs I can't help but think that KUC is 
a shining of example of the "new  church", one who reaches beyond the 
doors and pews and a Sunday only approach to one that is innovative, 
creative and community based in the truest sense.
 We've found a new  church family in Prince George. Knox 
United is a downtown inner-city church that has a rich history and 
diverse congregation.  Rob, the minister, went to school with Jeff and 
used to work for Christine's husband in Social Work so we feel 
already very connected with him. There are 4 “Evelynn”s, so that is 
pretty cool for a five year old who rarely meets others with her name. 
It is a very small but very connected congregation with a big heart. 
Grey has found a new  friend in "Cowboy Bob" who has been ringing the 
bell for 20 years. You can imagine the interest of a three year old boy 
in ringing a big bell - very cool. Evelynn asks often about her "Church 
Grandparents" the ones who have candy in their purses, quarters in 
their pockets and loving arms. I’m sure that in time she will find some 
additions to her grandparent collection but it is clear she has fond 
memories of KUC as well.  Grey is still on the move - under the pew, 
around the pew, over the pew. On communion Sunday in October he 
had the loaf of bread in his arms before anybody could get to him. He 
should probably play for the Roughriders. Luckily everybody was a 
good sport about it!
 Brook is well and we a both enjoying Prince George very much.  
It has proved to be a good move so far although I have to admit our 
hearts have not yet caught up with us.  
 Missing you all and sendings thoughts and prayers.

Catherine Pennington

United Church of Canada’s Stewardship Seconds
Christmas is based on an exchange of gifts:

God’s gift of Jesus to us and our gift of ourselves to God.
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Reminders of Christmas
Search through this tree and find

27 reminders of Christmas.
Look forward, backward, up, down, and diagonally!

•  3 basket style coffee filters 
•  2 cotton balls 
•  6-8” length of silver or gold 
   ribbon 

•  1 white chenille stem 
•  1 gold chenille stem 
•  Scissors 
•  Hot glue gun

Coffee Filter Angel
How	  to	  make	  it:

★ Place	  two	  coJon	  balls	  in	  the	  center	  of	  one	  of	  the	  coffee	  filters	  
★ Hold	  the	  coffee	  filter	  with	  your	  fingers,	  gathering	  the	  coJon	  balls	  in	  

the	  center	  to	  create	  the	  angel’s	  head.	  
★ Pinching	  the	  second	  filter	  in	  the	  center,	  place	  it	  into	  the	  open	  end	  of	  

the	  first	  filter,	  tucking	  it	  up	  into	  the	  head	  area.	  This	  will	  produce	  the	  
layered	  effect	  on	  the	  dress	  

★ While	  s.ll	  holding	  the	  filters	  together,	  .e	  a	  piece	  of	  gold	  or	  silver	  
ribbon	  around	  the	  “neck”	  and	  .e	  a	  .ght	  bow.	  Trim	  ends	  and	  set	  aside	  

★ Take	  the	  third	  coffee	  filter	  and	  fold	  it	  in	  half,	  then	  fold	  the	  filter	  up	  
length-‐wise	  accordion	  style.	  Wrap	  a	  white	  chenille	  stem	  around	  the	  
center,	  and	  then	  fan	  out	  the	  wings	  Fold	  the	  excess	  chenille	  into	  a	  
loop	  for	  your	  hanger	  and	  twist	  together	  at	  the	  end.	  

★ Make	  a	  halo	  from	  the	  gold	  chenille	  by	  wrapping	  it	  around	  something	  
circular.	  Twist	  the	  ends	  to	  form	  the	  halo.	  Trim	  the	  long	  end	  of	  the	  
chenille,	  leaving	  approximately	  3”	  

★ Have	  an	  adult	  hot	  glue	  the	  halo	  to	  the	  back	  of	  the	  angel	  so	  that	  it	  is	  
posi.oned	  above	  the	  head.	  

★ Glue	  the	  wings	  in	  place	  behind	  the	  angel,	  hiding	  the	  gold	  chenille	  
from	  the	  halo.

What you'll need:

Tips:To embellish your angel, 
try using gold glitter glue or 
glue and glitter as decoration.

ANGELS
BELLS
BETHLEHEM
BIRTHDAY
CANDLES
CAROLS
CHEER
CHRIST
CHURCHES

DECEMBER
FEAST
GIFTS
GOODWILL
GREETINGS
HOLLY
JESUS
JOY
LOVE

MANGER
MISTLETOE
PEACE
SAVIOUR
SHEPHERDS
STAR
TREES
WISEMEN
WREATH

Kids’  Page


