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Kimberley United Church
Thanksgiving Newsletter 2012

COMING EVENTS:
September 30---Blessing of the Animals @ 2 P.M. (front lawn).
October 7--------Thanksgiving Sunday & World Wide Communion.
October 17------Tastes and sights of Morocco
October 21------World Food Sunday.
October 24------Autumn Fellowship Tea  1:00-3:00pm
October 27------United for Kids: Pumpkin Carving
October 28------Peace Sunday.
November 4----All Saints Sunday.
November 7----Nurturing Our Faith with Prayer
November 11---Remembrance Day.
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Magical Supper

There are many groups and activities filling our calendars as we head into fall. This fall we are suggesting that 
we have a “Magical Supper.”  A magical supper takes no time to prepare and is guaranteed to have no 
calories. 
Simply make a donation to the church in lieu of your cost for food contribution, preparations and the cost of 
the supper.
Not only does this give you extra time, it will qualify as a donation eligible for a tax donation.
Consider the list and suggested costs of the following and write a cheque to the Kimberley United Church for 
the amount that you would like to contribute. 

Magical Supper Food Items

Swedish Meat Balls $20.00 Hamburger soup $15.00
Lasagna $20.00   Salad $15.00

Chicken casserole $20.00 Scalloped potatoes $10.00
Home made buns $15.00 Cranberry Sauce $5.00

Pickles $10.00   Vegetable plate $10.00
Rhubarb Pie $10.00  Peach Cobbler $10.00

Time at $ 20.00/ hour (Meetings to plan, driving to church, buying supplies, setting up tables)
Suggested adult ticket price $20.00/ person

Not having to help in the kitchen…Priceless!!

Total amount of food and time  $_____________
Send your cheque or drop it in the collection plate.  

We thank you for your donation and assure you that there will continue to be real suppers and 
lunches in the future. We know that nothing replaces the value of fun and fellowship.

 
OUTREACH COMMITTEE REPORT

Committee members Graham Mann, Gerda Mann, 
Gail McColl, Sheila McDonald, Pat Oslund, Diana 
Semenchuk, Joyce Wilkinson with the valuable 
assistance of Reverend Christine 

Our Committee member’s summer vacations are 
over. Our plans for bring back social events that all 
enjoy are in place. Watch for the revised calendar of 
events for the next twelve months being prepared by  
our Communication Committee. There will be an 
Autumn Fellowship Tea on Wednesday, October 24.

As stewards of the Outreach budget that you 
approved,  we will continue to provide financial 
support to those in need in our own community as 
well as a selected international partner that we are 
assured will use all our funds to save those who 
cannot save themselves.

In the next few months we will once again prepare 
our new 2013 budget based upon our written 
approved criteria and guidelines. Your suggestions 
and input are always appreciated.

The Outreach Committee is actively seeking 
members.  If you are looking for an opportunity to 
assist your local and world-wide community in 
doing God’s work, talk to any one of us.  We 
normally meet the second Monday of each month at  
3 pm in the Upper Hall.  

Graham Mann, Chair
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“May thanksgiving overflow in our hearts
and often be proclaimed in our prayers.

May we gather around a table 
with ardent faithfulness, kindness, and thanksgiving

for each person who is dear to us.
…May we always be open, willing,

and ready to share our blessings with others.
And, may we never forget the Generous One
who loves us lavishly and unconditionally.”

Out of the Ordinary by Joyce Rupp, pg. 207, adapted 

I’ve just returned to work after a busy Holiday Week in which Jody and I prepared to move 
into our newly purchased house. Two days ago, furniture that has been in storage was moved (with 
lots  of help) and most of it has found a place in our new home. It has been an interesting process 
becoming reacquainted with furniture and family treasures that we’ve not seen for the past year. We 
have been living with a minimal amount of “stuff” since our original move to Kimberley in August 
2011 and it has been a bit overwhelming to recognize just how much we’ve accumulated in our life 
together. The process of sorting through, and deciding what to keep and what to give away, will 
continue for some time but we are feeling much more settled and are enjoying turning the house 
we’ve purchased into a welcoming home. 

The most poignant moment in this move, for me, was  when the antique table and chair set 
that I grew up with (that was recently given to us) was set up in our new dining room. In an instant, 
in my memory, I was back in time and felt the warm glow of happy family gatherings full of food and 
fun and laughter. All the most important family gatherings were held around that table including our 
wedding banquet and a farewell luncheon when the family home was sold after my father died. 

One of my favourite reasons to gather and share a meal has always been Thanksgiving. At 
this  time of the year, we welcome the Autumn harvest with the celebration of the simple pleasure of 
sharing a meal with others whether they be family or dear friends. To gather around a table and give 
thanks for the blessings of our lives is a gift beyond measure. 

This  year Thanksgiving Sunday and Worldwide Communion Sunday fall on the same day 
(October 7th). Being the first Sunday of the month it is also Food Bank Sunday. As  members of 
Kimberley United Church, when we gather around the communion table and give thanks for the life 
and ministry of Jesus Christ, we know that we are part of a large extended family. In the midst of 
sharing what we are thankful for we also remember in prayer, and through the sharing of our gifts, 
those who struggle to find enough food and comfort each day. 

 As congregations large and small continue to discern what it means to be followers of the 
way of Christ we give thanks for the lessons of the past and the courage and determination of our 
ancestors in faith. We can also be grateful for the collective wisdom and experience of the current 
members of our community of faith. Our congregation is blessed with strength and commitment and 
a diversity of spiritual gifts to share. The abundance of the harvest of our lives is truly a gift beyond 
measure.

Thanksgiving Blessings to you all,
Christine
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LEGACY FUND COMMITTEE SEPTEMBER REPORT

Members: Jim Andrews, Rev. Christine Dudley, Barbara Langton and Graham Mann

With the end of summer activities we move back into our collective committee meetings. That means 
planning for the fall and Christmas season activities including taking actions to strengthen our 
Legacy Fund.  Collectively we must ensure that our Kimberley United Church Legacy Fund  is able to 
build for the future of our church.

 We are currently reviewing past actions and policies and noting what was successful and what needs 
improved understanding from all concerned. Our Trustees have completed actions to obtain 
increased sustaining returns on our invested funds. We must now look at fresh new planned giving 
programs that recognizes your gifts of time and skills as well as your financial gifts. Your gifts of 
words of hope and support are greatly cherished. Knowing who we are and what we want will greatly  
assist us in planning, with you, how to get there.

Please do not hesitate to share your ideas and suggestions on any actions you would like to see your 
Legacy Fund Committee take that will contribute to our future joys.

Graham Mann. Chair
Legacy Fund Committee

“Nurturing Our Faith with 
Prayer”

 4 Wednesday Evenings @ 7:00 p.m.
November 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th, 2012 

Have you ever wondered:
• What is prayer?
• What is the purpose of prayer?
• Is there a right way to pray?
• Does prayer change us?
• Can ancient prayers from the 

Christian faith tradition be 
meaningful for us today?

You are welcome to come and bring 
your questions, thoughts and ideas to 
share in a comfortable group setting.
We will explore different ways of 
praying that have been meaningful to 
many in the Christian faith tradition 
currently and in past generations.

Co-facilitated by Rev. Christine Dudley  
and Rev. Barbara Langton.
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Thanksgiving is a special time in the life of our church, 
when we celebrate and re-commit ourselves to living 
out God’s generosity.  We have much to be thankful for, 
the love of family and friends, the richness of our 
garden harvests, having enough to share, and the ability 
to give to others because God gives so graciously to us. 
We can indeed give thanks for our many blessings, not 
always understanding the prospect of the future but 
being urged on by it. 

Your church council was asked by the congregation at 
our Annual Meeting to prepare two documents, a 10 
year Property Maintenance/Capital Project Plan and a 5 
year Financial Projection Plan. To that end we have 
attached to this newsletter these two documents. It is 
with no surprise that fiscally these documents illustrate 
that Kimberley United Church is at a crossroads. Our 
expenses exceed our income and in using our legacy 
fund to compensate such, that fund will be depleted 
within 5 yrs.  

Now is the time for each of us to evaluate our 
expectations of what Kimberley United Church will be 

like in the years to come. It will take a concerted effort 
from all of us to ensure that our outlook remains viable.  
As a Council we will be studying these documents, using 
them as guidelines to move into the future. A budget 
review committee whose task it will be to oversee our 
2013 budget requests will be appointed. Our 
expectation is that, with prudent actions and continued 
financial support from our congregation, we will be 
fiscally responsible well into our future years.

Your Council is thankful for each of you and blessed by 
all you do.  It is as a community of faith that we are 
obligated to our congregation, to inform, to guide and to 
listen to all concerns.  Awareness is most important and 
therefore I pass this information on to you.  

Celebrate the feast that Thanksgiving is. Enjoy and be a 
blessing to others.  Let’s use our ideas and love of this 
community of faith to ensure that KUC continues to be 
a strong presence in our city for many years to come.  

Blessings
Diana Semenchuk
KUC Council Chair 

5 Year Financial Projection
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Summer Activities at 
Kimberley United Church
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United for Kids Activity Day at Camp Stone was lots of fun
Refreshments were served during Julyfest for parade participants.
A Welcome Back luncheon was served.
To see more pictures visit www.kimberleyunited.ca/pictures
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