Kimberley United Church
Fall Newsletter 2012

COMING EVENTS:
September 16---Welcome Back Lunch after service!
September 30---Blessing of the Animals @ 2 P.M. (front lawn).
October 7--------Thanksgiving Sunday & World Wide Communion.
October 21------World Food Sunday.
October 28------Peace Sunday.
November 4----All Saints Sunday.
November 11---Remembrance Day.
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Financial Statement
Here is summary of our Revenue and Expenses to the
end of July. KUC Council is concerned because our
revenues are much lower than our expenses to date.
2012 Budget

YTD July 31

Revenues

$128,400

$63,714

Expenses

$132,300

$70,534

-$3,900

-$6,820

Operating (Loss)

Creation Time
“In and with God,
we can direct our lives toward right relationship
with each other and with God.
We can discover our place as one strand in the web of life.
A Song of Faith, The United Church of Canada, 2006

The United Church of Canada is urging churches to celebrate Creation Time during five Sundays in
the Pentecost season. This year Creation Time will begin September 9 and will culminate with the
celebration of Thanksgiving/Worldwide Communion Sunday.
The national office of the United Church has devoted time and energy in the development of worship
resources for this special time of the year. The overarching theme chosen by the planning team is,
“What Is Creation Saying to Us?”
This year the specific themes for each Sunday are:
!
September 9th!
Love Me!
!
September 16th!
Learn My Stories!
rd
!
September 23 !
Nurture Me!
!
September 30th!
Lend Me Your Voice!
th
!
October 7 ! !
Give Thanks for Me!
Gathering, a United Church worship resource says,
“God the Creator gifted this world with incomparable beauty and richness, with more than we can ask
for or imagine. Our planetary home is fashioned from the primal elements of air, water, fire, and earth,
and on them we depend for our life, and the life and health of the whole Earth community. The love of
God calls us into community to give thanks and praise to the One who is the ‘ground of our being’ and
to celebrate the abundant life in Christ that is promised for all creation. The Spirit reminds us that we
are interconnected and interdependent with all of life. God’s rainbow covenant with Noah was a
demonstration and promise that we are not alone. We have the assurance of God’s grace and the
responsibility to be God’s partners in the care of creation.”
(Gathering, Summer/Autumn 2012, pg.76)
The United Church of Canada has also created a symbol to accompany
Creation Time:
“The Elm Tree recalls the Tree of Knowledge (Genesis) and the Tree of Life
(Revelation), symbols of faithfulness. One of the larger trees in North America
and living up to 300 years, the elm is marked by prominent root flares essential
for the tree’s life. Large, upright limbs support many outwardly (‘into all the
world’) fanning branches and leaves. Flowing within and outside of the tree is a
blue Circle, a symbol of wholeness, infinity, eternity, and God’s
everlastingness. Blue, the colour of the heavens, symbolizes wisdom and
clarity. A Gold Cross fills the circle. …It reminds us of a Celtic cross, whose
expression of faith maintains the intricate link between humanity and nature. …
This symbol appears on a burnt-orange stole…Orange represents the colour
of Autumn fruitfulness in North America…The four colours [in the design and
stole] also stand for the four elements of creation: earth (brown), air (white), fire
(orange), and water (blue).” (United Church of Canada, 2012)

From our Minister
Delight of my Heart, your joy echoes in my life.
I relish this happy transition now shaping my
days.
With a welcoming path before me,
I receive the promise of a new vista, the
benediction of an open road,
the pledge of an unfolding adventure.
Out of the Ordinary, Joyce Rupp, Pg. 228

Change is in the air – I can feel it these past few
mornings. The air is crisp and chilly and I know
autumn is on its way. In this time between the end
of summer and the beginning of autumn I like to
pause and reflect on the past year and to
anticipate and plan for the active and vibrant
church year ahead.
This past year has been a year of transition – of
getting to know one another and of tending to and
nurturing the growth of a strong pastoral
relationship. It takes time, commitment, and lots of
gracious goodwill to do this. It has been a year of
learning and growing together in ministry. Change
can be difficult for everyone (including ministry
personnel), but with change also come wonderful
opportunities for growth and vitality.
I have enjoyed an active first year with Kimberley
United Church. Since my arrival last August, I’ve
had fun helping to lead two Family Day Camps at
Camp Stone and several other United 4 Kids
events throughout the year. We’ve had a number
of Friendship Teas for seniors and worked together
in fundraising activities for our church. I’ve also
enjoyed a variety of worship and learning
experiences, both inside the church sanctuary and
in other locations. These are just a few of the
highlights of the past year!
I appreciate the variety of gifts and skills present in
our congregation and enjoy the beautiful banners
and flower arrangements that change to reflect
each new season of the church year. There are so
many behind the scenes activities and people who
quietly care for our church community and
building. I am grateful for those who take care of
the physical needs of our church building, for
those who look after the financial concerns, and
for those who tend to the pastoral needs of our
congregation. There are many members of various
committees and Council that meet regularly and
lovingly devote time to the various aspects of our

ministry together at Kimberley United Church.
There are also many others who are not part of a
committee but contribute greatly to our life and
ministry together.
I thank all of you for welcoming Jody and me into
your midst this past year and I want to celebrate
with you that we will finally be settling into a house
of our own this September. We will continue to
build a life together in Kimberley. I am grateful for
the people in this congregation who have made
this last year easier for us than it might have been.
I look forward to hosting an Open House when we
are settled into our home and to being able to offer
hospitality in a way that wasn’t possible for us in
this past year.
This Fall I also look forward to the start up of the
Church Choir, Church Council and Committees.
The Pastoral Care Committee will again host a
Welcome Back Luncheon, September 16th, and
we’ll resume the rhythm of our usual September
and October activities. One change this year will
be the introduction of Creation Time in which our
worship services (Sept.9-Oct.7) will focus on
God’s presence in all of Creation.
I look forward to continuing to visit as many of you
in your homes as possible. If you’d like a visit
please let me know when you are available and I’ll
be happy to set time aside to see you. I’m also
very pleased when people drop into the church
and we can have an impromptu visit. Whenever I
am in the church building the door will be open
and, unless I am in a meeting, I can always find
some time to have a chat. It is in these surprise
encounters that I’ve really begun to get to know
members of our congregation and others from the
community who drop in for various reasons.
When I arrived in Kimberley, it was my intention to
spend the first year getting to know the Kimberley
United Church congregation, committees, and
Council. It is my intention now to continue doing so
and to also get out into the community more in
order to strengthen connections between our
church and the wider community. In all of this, I
trust that God’s creative Spirit will guide and
inspire us as we continue our journey together and
I am grateful for the opportunity to serve with you
in ministry.
Christine

From Council Chair
Welcome back to each of you, to the life and activities of Kimberley United Church, following a
summer in which we hope you found some family time, relaxation, fond memories and contentment.
Your church Council continues to plan fall activities through the work and being of all our committees.
Perhaps this is the time for you to consider what you can offer to make our spiritual home a place
that is full of love and cherished by many. Kimberley United Church is such an important place for
those we serve, both inside and outside our walls. We need everyone to be committed to sustaining
this.
I will continue as Chair of Council until the annual meeting held early in 2013 at which time a new
chair will be elected.
We hope our Fall schedule of activities will have something of interest for each of you and that you will
partake in all that is offered. It is in this participation that we truly become that community of faith that
embodies the Christian Spirit.
Blessings
Diana Semenchuk
Council Chair.

WORSHIP COMMITTEE
MEMBERS: Rev. Christine Dudley, Terry Macham, Joan Geisbrecht, Carol Andrews,
Pauline Bethune, Michael Jones, Esther Jacobson (chair).
Thanks to Anne Jones who supplies most of the flowers for the sanctuary that we enjoy every Sunday.
There is a flower ‘sign-up’ sheet in the main hallway if you would like to participate, or talk to Anne. Anne
also co-ordinates decorations for special Sundays and is also our wedding co-ordinator.
Thanks to Carol Andrews & Joan Geisbrecht who create the beautiful banners, pulpit hangings, etc. that
grace the sanctuary.
COMMUNION:
Served the 1st Sunday (usually) of each month—alternating between
‘seated’ and ‘stations’. You are invited to put your name on the “server” list.
WORSHIP AT THE “PINES SPECIAL CARE HOME”:
on the first Monday of the month at 10:30 A.M. (except Stat. holidays). The dates are always announced in
the bulletin. Residents always enjoy visitors--thanks to those of you who come up and help:
Myra, Pat, Elsie, Donna, Joyce—and others.
CHOIR:
Regular Thursday practices will resume mid September. Anyone who enjoys singing is encouraged to
come and try it out. The only basic requirement is to be able to carry a tune—no auditions!! (It also helps
if you like blue).
COMING SOON --Planning for Advent & Christmas.
Submitted,
Esther Jacobson.

