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1 Corinthians 12:4-11 

“Gifted” 
I want to start today with an exercise.  

I want you stand up if you believe you 
have a spiritual gift, a God-given gift.  If 
standing up is difficult for you, then raise 
your hand if you believe you have a 
spiritual gift.  In Paul’s letter to the 
Corinthians, he asks them to notice the 
spiritual gifts in their community, so I 
want us to do the same.  So, stand up, or 
raise your hand, if you believe you have 
a spiritual gift.   

 
Okay.   You can sit down again.  

Thank you for standing, or raising your 
hand.  Now, I have to point out to you 
that, according to Paul, many of you are 
wrong.  That’s right.  I’m sorry to be so 
blunt about it, but it’s really quite clear.  
According to Paul, all of you who 
remained seated, or didn’t raise your 
hand, are wrong. 

 
You see, it says right here:  ‘there are 

varieties of gifts, and varieties of 
services, and varieties of activities, but it 
is the same God who activates all of 
them in everyone.’  And, ‘to each is 
given the manifestation of the Spirit for 
the common good.’ 

 

So, let’s do a second exercise.  This 
time you don’t have to get up, or raise 
your hand.  I just want you to look 
around.  Look around and notice the 
people around you; the variety of people 
who make up this church.  And just keep 
looking around and noticing while I read: 

 
To one, the Spirit gives wisdom; and 

to another, the Spirit gives knowledge; to 
another, the Spirit gives faith, to another 
the Spirit gives gifts of healing; to 
another, the courage to believe in 
miracles; to another, the gift of insight; 
to another, discernment; to another the 
gift of speaking through music or art; to 
another, the gift of understanding. 

 
Did you notice, as you looked 

around, what a gifted group of people we 
are?  And yet, when I asked, many of you 
denied that you had gifts.  It’s sometimes 
easier for us to notice, and to 
acknowledge other peoples’ gifts, than to 
acknowledge our own.   

 
I think the reason for that is because 

of modesty.  Many of us place a high 
value on modesty, on not putting 
ourselves forward too much.  It’s part of 
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what it means to be Christian for many of 
us.   

 
Apparently, that is not the problem 

they were having in Corinth.  In that 
church, the problem seems to have been 
that some people were anything but 
modest.  Some people were going around 
showing off their spiritual gifts, and 
telling anybody who would listen what 
wonderful spiritual gifts they had.   

 
That, of course, created problems in 

their community, because it introduced 
the idea of differences in status between 
the various members.  Some claimed to 
be more spiritual or more gifted than 
others.   

 
Now, that seems like a very different 

situation than the one we have here.  I 
don’t think we have too many people 
who are going around saying, ‘I have 
more gifts than you’, or ‘I’m more 
spiritual than you.’  But we do have at 
least a few who do the opposite; and say, 
‘She has more gifts than I do’, or ‘That 
person is more spiritual than I am.’ 

 
It’s the opposite kind of behaviour, 

but in a way, it’s the same problem.  
When we deny that we have gifts, we are 
also introducing differences of status in 
our community.  More than that, when 
we deny that we are gifted, we are 
denying a fundamental belief that Paul 
expresses.  That is, that God has gifted 
each and every one of us.   

 
Yes, it’s true that we have different 

gifts, and Paul makes distinctions 

between them – there is this gift, and that 
gift.  But we all have gifts – no one is 
overlooked, or left out.  And all of our 
gifts are equally valuable.  Because all 
are essential, all are needed. 

 
Because this is the other part of the 

story of spiritual gifts:  we are given 
them for a reason.  Paul says, ‘to each is 
given the manifestation of the Spirit for 
the common good.’  We are given gifts, 
not for our own benefit, but so that we 
can make a difference in the world.  We 
are given gifts, not so that we can show 
off and look better than other people, but 
so that we can be pat of making the 
world a better place.   

 
And when we recognise that, we can 

begin to let go of some of that modesty 
that keeps us from claiming our gifts.  
It’s not about us.  It’s about doing what 
we can for the common good.  We only 
have to read a newspaper to know that 
the world desperately needs us to use our 
gifts for the common good.   

 
With all the challenges the world 

faces, the world cannot afford our 
modesty.  The world needs us to show 
up, and roll up our sleeves, and use our 
gifts for the common good. 

 
This past week, the people of Haiti 

suffered another tragedy, in a long list of 
tragedies.  And it’s true that many of the 
things that have afflicted the people of 
Haiti are beyond our control – things like 
earthquakes, and hurricanes, and other 
natural disasters.  But what makes the 
situation in Haiti all the more tragic is 
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that all of these natural disasters occur in 
a place that is the poorest country in the 
Western Hemisphere.   

 
And that’s not a natural disaster kind 

of problem.  That is a very human 
problem; that right next to the richest 
people in the world, should live the 
poorest people in the world.  The people 
of Haiti need us to claim our gifts, and 
then use our gifts for our common good. 

 
And even closer to home, in our 

community of Kimberley.  This 
community cannot afford our modesty, 
our denying of our gifts.  This 
community needs us to claim our gifts 
and then use them for the common good. 

 
And here in this church, in 

Kimberley United Church.  This church 
doesn’t need you to be modest about 
your gifts.  Your church needs you to 
claim your gifts, and then use them for 
the common good. 

 
And in your own family.  Your 

family needs you to claim your gifts, and 
use them for the common good.   

 
And for you as an individual.  You 

cannot afford to be so modest about your 
God-given gifts.  Especially in this 
season of Epiphany, this season of light, 
you owe it to yourself to find the light 
within yourself, and then let that light 
shine out!  For everyone to see; for the 
common good. 

 
So, let me ask you again:  stand up if 

you believe you have a God-given gift.  

And if standing up is difficult, then raise 
your hand.  But if you can stand, stand, 
because the world needs you to stand up, 
and this community needs you to stand 
up, and your family needs you to stand 
up. 

 
So stand up if you are a teacher, or 

work with children; stand up if you are a 
nurse, or a doctor, or a health care 
worker; stand up if you are a parent; 
stand up if you paint, or sing, or write 
poetry, or make music; stand up if you 
are a knitter or a weaver; stand up if you 
are a counsellor; stand up if you have 
ever shared your faith with someone. 

 
Stand up if you’ve ever said, ‘I love 

you.’  Stand up if you’ve ever said ‘thank 
you.’  Stand up if you’ve ever held the 
hand of someone who was dying.  Stand 
up if you’ve ever said a prayer for peace. 

 
Is there anyone who isn’t standing or 

raising their hand yet?  Then stand or 
raise your hand now, because I may not 
know your gift, but I know you’ve got 
one.  Stand up and claim it now.   

 
And now, look around again.  Look 

around and notice the people around you; 
the marvellous array of gifted people 
who make up this church.  The world’s 
troubles don’t stand a chance in the face 
of such gifted people.   

 
Whatever challenges this world 

faces; whatever challenges this 
community faces; whatever challenges 
you face, or your family faces; remember 
this moment.  Remember that you are 
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part of a community of people, gifted by 
God to make a difference in the world.  

 
As you take your seats again, I will 

offer a prayer. 
 

Loving God, Heart of Compassion, 
you have so generously gifted each 
one of us, 
equipping us to face every challenge 
of life in this world. 
 

Grant us the courage to claim our gifts: 
fill our hearts with such compassion; 
that the love within us grows, 
and the fears that hold us back 
diminish. 
 

Give us the strength to use our gifts: 
nurture our faith, 
deepen our connection to you,  
and to all your beloved children, 
so that sharing our gifts and serving 
the world, 
becomes as natural to us as standing 
up, or raising our hand.  Amen. 


