
Christmas  Newsletter 2017     1

Kimberley United Church 

Advent and Christmas Calendar 

Sunday, Dec 3 :  First Sunday of Advent with Communion. 
Saturday, Dec 16 :  A Christmas Cantata Concert at 7 pm. with special guest artists 
Sunday, Dec 17 :  Cantata Sunday.  The choir will present the Cantata 
Wednesday, Dec 20  :  At the Pines @ 2 pm:  an inter-church  Christmas Service 
Thursday, Dec 221 :  At Garden View @ 2 pm: an inter-church Christmas Service 
Sunday Dec 24   :  Worship @ 10 am    
                             :  Christmas Eve Service @ 8 pm 

Tenth Annual Cookie Walk December 9 

It is hard to believe that it has been 10 years since our 
church first hosted a Cookie Walk. 

Since it started, it has been a good fund raiser for our 
church.  We have had great fun sharing those cookies and 
recipes passed down from past family Christmas traditions. 

Over the years we have had bakers add in gluten free cookies 
and lighter versions of the old recipes. However, the 
shortbread cookie has maintained its prominence as the most 
sought after cookie. The variety of lovely little cookies 
makes a delicious addition to your holiday.If you would like 
to contribute a batch of your favorite traditional cookies or 
try baking something new, please drop them off at the Church by Friday Dec 8. 
Everyone is encouraged to bring their family or friends to pick up a box of cookies for 
only $10.   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Message from the Minister 

Greetings to our sisters and brothers of KUC, 

 It is one of my personal Christmas traditions to watch How the Grinch Stole 

Christmas. Whenever I watch it, I am intrigued by how the Grinch’s cynicism is 

temporarily melted by big doe-eyed little Cindy Lou Who. However, it is not only in 

the story of the Grinch that the humility and innocence of children seems to have 

importance and power. Our Bible is full of young and lowly characters playing 

important roles in God’s salvation story. Jacob’s 11th son, Joseph, was chosen by God 

for his people in Egypt. Jesse’s youngest son David became God’s anointed king of 

Israel, and the ultimate model for the future kings of Israel; and even for the Messiah 

for whom they were waiting. The mother of Christ was a young girl from a poor 

village, and the Christ baby, according to Luke’s gospel, was born in a stable 

surrounded by farm animals. Listen to the subversive message of the gospel! 

 Christmas reminds us that God’s kingdom values the small and marginalized of 

society. As Mark Gilroy stated in his book the Simple Blessings of Christmas, 

“Christmas teaches us that greatness begins in small packages.” Let us enjoy this 

season with a childlike wonder and the spirit of sharing. The joy of Christmas lies in 

sharing and giving. Let us 

share love with our family, 

friends, and neighbors in our 

global community as well as 

our local community. I wish 

you a blessed Christmas full of 

love and joy.  

 Rev. Sunny Kim 
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Message from KUC Council 

                                      As we turn the pages of our lives, 
             let us be reminded that time is a MIRACLE woven 
           with dreams, and we are connected in this tapestry  
               of life. The greatest treasures we hold are 
            the memories of celebrations, cherished moment of times 
       shared, and secret anniversaries of the heart. Remember the 
             dates of importance that matter to you and your loved 
                ones. Remember everything, for sometimes it’s the  
                        simplest joy that can bring the heart its 
                                      GREATEST PLEASURE 
      From “Celebrations of Life” by Flavia 

Christmas, the birth of Christ, the cherished moments of traditional celebration such 
as the advent and Christmas eve services, the Cantata, Scenes of Nativity, bright 
lights outside, decorated trees, turkey dinners, poinsettias, gift giving and receiving. 
These are all simple joys that bring great pleasure. Each of us is unique.  We have 
favorite carols, family traditions, special remembrances of this time of year.  Each of 
us has our own miracle surrounding Christmas, a extraordinary something that touches 
our heart.  It seems pretty significant that with all our differences, all our choices, we 
are connected through this great treasure, this birth of Christ, this Gift of God, this 
ritual that happens every year.  Take your special “something”, your “miracle”, share 
it with all, use time to create moments, anniversaries, treasures and traditions which 
bring simple joy and great pleasure.  

          We all have gifts that we may bring. 
          We all have songs that we may sing. 
          We all have kind words we may say. 
          We all have prayers that we may pray. 

          We all have love and joy to give. 
          And what a joy life is to live 
          If we just scatter everywhere 
          The things God’s given us to share.  
                                                                    Author Unknown 

For each of you that belong to Kimberley United in whatever 
capacity we are truly grateful.  We ask that throughout this 
Advent and Christmas season we are able to share the love 
of our faith community with each other and all we meet.  
Wishing you hope, peace, joy and love.   

Diana Semenchuk/ Graham Smith  
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Outreach, Pastoral Care and Fellowship Committee 

The Outreach, Pastoral Care & Fellowship Committee has had a 
very successful year,  Our members have participated in many teas 
and activities and have catered several funerals and luncheons 
throughout the year.  A huge thank you to all who helped in any 
way to make these events enjoyable and successful.  Special thanks 
also to members of the public and our Church Family for attending 
those events.   

We have now formed a “Pastoral Care Team” and they are assisting 
our Minister Sunny, with visitations.  They will also deliver Prayer 
Shawls. 

We are now looking forward to all the activities associated with the 
coming season including the Cookie Walk on December 9th and the 
Cantata on December 16th and 17th.   Our best wishes to everyone 
for a joyful Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year. 
Carol Mellor 

Worship Committee 

Advent and Christmas are fast approaching, and in spite of the commercialism and the 
use of terms like "Winter Holiday" instead of Christmas, it is still a hopeful and joyful 
time for most of us.   As always we will have the "Advent Candle Lighting" with special 
readings and music, and for the children, on the four Sundays of Advent there will be 
special stories and activities that will take them through the Christmas story.

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS SERVICES & EVENTS: 
Sunday, Dec. 3    :   First Sunday of Advent with Communion.
Saturday, Dec.16:  7 P.M. A Christmas Cantata Concert with special guest artists.
Sunday, Dec. 17  :  Cantata Sunday.  The choir will present the Cantata.
Wed.   Dec. 20    :  At the Pines @ 2 P.M:  an inter-church  Christmas Service.
Sunday Dec.24   :  Worship @ 10 A.M.   Christmas Eve Service @ 8 P.M.
 Blessings to all and a Merry Christmas.
Esther Jacobson 
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Property and Finance Report 

The Property and Finance Committee would like to thank all of you for considering 
increasing your annual donations to Kimberley United Church.  The response to our 
letter sent out earlier this year has certainly helped.  We really appreciate it.   

We also wish to send out a big thank you to Attila Nagy, who has volunteered to take 
care of snow removal for us this year.  This unselfish act of volunteerism has saved us 
over $1,000 for the year.   

We are presently in the process of upgrading one of our downstairs bathrooms, and 
installing shutters on the windows in the sanctuary which will help keep the summer 
heat out and make the area more pleasant and useable in the summer months, for choir 
recitals, etc...   

This coming year we are hoping to upgrade our kitchen counters which are in desperate 
need of repair.  Those who were making apple pies for our fundraiser this past year 
were working under less than ideal circumstances!   

With all of the upgrades made over the past two years we are hoping to be able 
increase our hall rentals significantly.  If you can think of any groups or even individual 
events that would be interested in renting our facilities please let one of us know.   

Finally, the Property and Finance Committee wants to wish each and every one of you a 
very Merry Christmas and the best for 2018. 

Allan Sayegh 

Mark Creek Market till Receipts.  

Many thanks to all who donated their Mark Creek Market till receipts to Kimberley 
United.  When we reach $5000.00 in till tape value, we receive a Mark Creek Market 
store voucher for $30.00.  In 2017 we received 11 vouchers totally $330.00. These 
vouchers are used to support activities of the church and are very much appreciated.  

Please keep placing your receipts in the marked pouch located outside the upper hall.  
It really does make a difference.  

Thanks 
Gerry & Diana Semenchuk  
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 Photos of recent activities at Kimberley United Church 
 


