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Kimberley United Church 
     

Worship Services 

Dec. 14th--Wed.--Ecumenical Service, 2 P.M. @ the Pines Special Care Home. 

Dec. 18th—4th Sunday of Advent--KUC -10 A.M. worship. 

Dec. 21st--Wed--Ecumenical Service, 2:30 P.M @ Gardenview Village. 

Dec. 24th--KUC- Christmas Eve service @ 8 P.M. 

Dec. 25th--KUC--Informal worship service @ 10 A.M.in the upper hall. 

Outreach, Pastoral Care and Fellowship 
     
 Many thanks to our committee members and helpers for all 
your hard work this season and to members of the 
congregation for making and donating prayer shawls and 
baking.  Special thanks to Myra for handling our card ministry 
and to the volunteers who provide much appreciated visits to 
shut-ins. We are truly blessed to have such a caring Church 
family! 
  
Our best wishes to everyone for a joyous Christmas season. 
Carol Mellor 
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 Message from the Minister 
Greetings to our sisters and brothers in Christ at KUC, 

‘Tis the season again and we are busy with Advent activities, fundraisers, 
and holiday shopping. As we are caught up in the holiday cheer, I feel like this 
Christmas is more special than usual for us Christians in Kimberley; after more 
than a year of hard work and dedication, we have received our first refugee family 
in our midst. It feels significant to welcome a refugee family among us because 
the Christmas story told in the Gospel of Luke is a story of a young couple away 
from home, having nowhere to stay.  

In the Gospel of Luke, Baby Jesus came to the world among farm animals 
and lowly shepherds. It reminds us followers of Jesus that we should cherish and 
take care of the poor and the marginalized. We are reminded to give and serve; 
our United Church has a wonderful project called Gifts with Visions. However, 
this atmosphere of charity and philanthropy should not be limited to the 
Christmas Season; rather, this season should be a reminder that serving our 
neighbors and working towards peace and justice should be a lifestyle for those 
who follow Jesus and his teachings.  

So during this festive season, in the midst of buying gifts for our loved 
ones and waiting for Father Christmas to bring us joy, let us not forget our needy 
neighbors. Let us welcome the new refugee family into our community and look 
around to do more to serve God and God’s people. Merry Christmas and may 
God’s blessing be upon you! 

Rev. Sun-Young “Sunny” Kim 

The KRRG website is www.KimberleyRefugees.ca  

http://www.kimberleyrefugees.ca/
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Council Report  
Christmas seems to come earlier every year, and this year is no exception. In 
many ways it has been a memorable and busy year to look back on. We’ve been 
getting used to our new Minister and learning to work together. We’ve all been 
working hard on fundraising to help reduce the deficit – and it looks as though 
the expected loss will be much lower than projected as a result. We have also 
been renewing the two basement Halls and toilet areas with the aid of a 
significant government grant secured by the Indoor Lawn Bowling Club.  

The Hall below the Sanctuary is finished with new wall surfaces and new carpet 
tiles.  Our Bowlers have also been enjoying the improved playing surface and 
shown significant improvement in skills!  

The stairs to the kitchen and the area outside the kitchen are also finished, while 
the Ladies toilets area has been tidied up and painted. The other Hall is still being 
worked on by lots of volunteers, but the new wall surfaces are painted and a new 
vinyl tile floor is in the process of being laid. It is hoped to finish this before 
Christmas.  

A huge thank you to all who have volunteered a substantial amount of time to 
enable the work to be finished within budget. The updating will certainly help to 
make the spaces more attractive for renting, and that will help the cash flow 
significantly - we have already gained a long term rental from the Kootenay Club 
after school care and are in discussions with others. We can achieve a lot when we 
work together. 

Another ongoing project is to identify and dispose of unneeded items that have 
accumulated over the years – freeing up substantial space. This also helps to 
make our Church property more attractive. 

Over the next few weeks there are a number of 
Christmas activities and these are listed elsewhere in 
the Newsletter as well as in the weekly bulletins. As 
always, everyone is invited and we look forward to 
meeting you there. 

We wish you all a Blessed and Happy Christmas, and 
a healthy New Year. 

G. Smith/D. Semenchuk  Co-chairs of Council 
Diana Semenchuk and Graham Smith 

Co-Chair 
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Indoor Lawn Bowling 

The big news this year was that the Indoor Lawn Bowling Club succeeded in 
gaining a grant of $18,000 from the New Horizons for Seniors Federal Grant 
Scheme. This was a mixed blessing in that while it has enabled an almost 
complete renovation of the basement area – it has required a lot of volunteer 
time over a number of months to complete the work within budget!  

The work is almost completed, thanks mainly to a lot of time and support from 
Carol F., Sandy, Jim, Gerry, Allan and Peng. The Hall below the Sanctuary was 
completed earlier in the year and work including making the floor more level, 
relining the walls, painting and laying carpet tiles.  The space now provides a far 
better atmosphere for enjoying our bowling and it is noticeable that skill levels 
have improved. 

While we have some new members this year, we still have room for more. The 
mild exercise is suitable for all levels of health and we will teach you the skills 
needed. It is a lot of fun! We will be bowling each Friday from January 6 at 
10:30am to 12:30am.  If you want to know about our sport – come along and visit 
with us. 

G. Smith 
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Trustees' Christmas Letter 2016 
Christmas is a time for joy. We share the joy of Jesus’s birth. “Joy to the World” is 
sung loudly. We will joyfully celebrate Daniel’s Cantata supported by the 
magnificent voices with our augmented choir. Joy is manifested by our growing 
partnership with our community of Churches.  

In this season of joy, hope and caring it is also a time for giving. We celebrate that 
our Legacy Fund is now an active supporter of our United Church of Canada 
Foundation providing support to many areas in the lives of our churches. We see 
hope for both our local and international programs. Programs that bring help to 
those in need. It is the true Spirit of Christmas! 

There is also joy in seeing growth in donations by the users 
of PAR (pre-authorized remittance) which provides major 
benefits to our volunteer Sunday counters and those who 
manage our Kimberley United Church budget. Christmas is 
the time to review your PAR commitments. 

 MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY, ”JOYFUL”, NEW YEAR 

 Bill Bale, Linda Johnson, Graham Mann, and Gerry Semenchuk 

Scottish Tea 
This year’s Scottish Tea will highlight the start of the year of Celebration for all 
who have a love for the skirling of the pipes and the whirling of the kilts.   As the 
Kimberley Pipe Band prepares to celebrate 90 years of entertaining in Kimberley 
District, Kimberley United Church is happy to welcome the pipes & kilts to 
entertain at the 2017 Scottish Tea.   

 The Tea will be held in the halls at 
Kimberley United on Saturday, Jan. 28th from 
1 to 3.  Besides tea tables serving Scottish fare 
such as scones & oatcakes,  a bake table 
featuring ALL KINDS of goodies and a TWICE-
LOVED  table  featuring gift ideas will be 
available.   Highland dancers & pipers will set 
the mood so come, bring a friend & some 
donations and enjoy an afternoon with us.  

Myra Farquhar 
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Property and Finance Committee 

We have prepared a fire emergency procedure safety plan as required by the city.  
It is posted on the bulletin board closest to the sanctuary and is posted on our 
website, www.kimberleyunited.ca. When you get a chance familiarize yourself 
with it, or at very least take a moment to think about how you would get out of 
the building in case of  emergency. 

The Property and Finance Committee would like to recognize Graham and Peng 
Smith for the work they are doing on our basement renovations. There are a 
number of volunteers who have helped as well, and deserve a big thanks.   If you 
haven't been down there for a while it's worth a look! 

Property and Finance is looking 
for someone with some building 
experience  to sit on the 
committee.  We have a great 
committee but could use someone 
with building or renovation 
knowledge.   It is a small 
commitment of one meeting per 
month and a little help during the 
year. If you are interested or would 
just like more information call 
Allan Sayegh 250-427-8830.  It's a 
great way to help out your church 
and community. 

Allan Sayegh


