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Kimberley United Church

Special Services/events 
Dec. 8 -- Women’s Candle Light Service  

	 	 and Potluck Dinner - 5:00pm 

Dec. 12 —Christmas Festival of Music - 7:30pm 

	 	 featuring “Venite Adoremus” 

Dec. 13 — Sunday Service with Christmas Cantata - 10:00am 

Dec. 15 -- Ecumenical Christmas Service at The Pines -1:30pm 

Dec. 24 — Service at Gardenview Village - 10:30am 

Dec. 24 — Christmas Eve Service - 8:00pm 

Jan. 10 — Soup and Bun lunch after worship - 11:00am 

Jan. 16 — Scottish Tea - 1:00pm 
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Message from the Minister 

Greetings to my sisters and brothers in Christ, 

As I enjoy Christmas music, eggnog, and hot chocolate while preparing our Advent services, I 
feel very Christmassy. When we think of Christmas, there are a lot of things that might pop into 
our minds. Children might think of presents under the Christmas tree (wherever they came 
from… wink, wink). Adults might think of the turkey dinner, family, giving presents to loved 
ones. Also we all have different individual memories of Christmas. I remember Christmas when I 
was 14. I was in the youth group choir. I lost my voice after singing the Christmas cantata and 
then spent the night at church in the “Christmas eve night vigil”, remembering Mary and Joseph 
who must have spent a sleepless night with that childbirth (by playing games all night).  

Increasingly I grow weary of the secularization and commercialization of Christmas. I 
love the Christmas presents, decorations, and celebrations as much as any of my neighbors; but 
as faithful Christians, let us not forget that Christmas is about Jesus that we call teacher and lord. 
Let us not forget his messages of radical love and social justice. As we enjoy our Christmas 
celebrations, let us also take it as another opportunity to serve and pray for the marginalized 
members inside and outside our community. Have a blessed and happy Christmas!  

Minister’s Announcements 

- From January to April, I will be taking an online course that is a requirement for all new 
ministers in the United Church of Canada.  

- Early 2016, we will have a spiritual workshop series about the prayer principles and 
practices that draw us closer to God.  

Rev. Sunny Kim
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Christmas Greetings from the Council 
What a strange way to save the world!! 

I’m sure Joseph was surprised at where this road had taken him.  Never in a million years could 
he have dreamt of the events of Bethlehem.  Standing at the manger he saw with his own eyes 
the message from the angel come to life.   

Why me? I’m just a simple man of trade. 

Why here? Inside a stable filled with hay.  

 Think of how it could have been if Jesus had come as he deserved.  There would have been 
majesty, pageantry, royal pomp and splendor. There would have been no Bethlehem, no lowly 
shepherds at his birth and no cradle in a stall.    

Is this a strange way to save the world?? 

These questions: why me, why here are ones that we can easily ask ourselves at any given 
moment.  Can God use us as readily as the Christmas family?  Perhaps we all find it easier to 
associate with the simple, the common and the everyday, rather than the majestic and royal.   

God sent us a wonderful example, one whose birth was similar to our own, one who led a human 
life, a life not unlike the ones we lead.  A Ruler, A Savior called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty 
God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace- all with simple ordinary beginnings, a baby, a son.  

We share many blessings belonging to this wonderful community of faith we call Kimberley 
United Church.  In all the simple and ordinary ways let us always be thankful for each other, for 
all that we are and all that we will become. Your committees and council continue with grateful 
hearts to carry out the work of our church.  We are blessed to have welcomed Rev. Sunny into 
our midst this fall and anticipate with gladness the potential our shared faith ministry will 
bring.  

May the birth of the King of Kings bring you hope, peace, joy and love this 
Christmas and always.  

Blessings 

Diana Semenchuk – Co-Chair

Outreach, Pastoral Care and Fellowship 
We would like to take this time to thank each and every one of you for your participation in all 
activities.  It is the caring and sharing with baking and visiting throughout this year that has made 
 "2015" a success. 

Friends and Family are the wonderful part of Christmas, and as the year draws to a close, we 
want to wish you Peace Love and Joy through the Holiday Season and the New Year. 

Betty Wilkinson 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Venite Adoremus 
The Christmas Cantata this year consists of a selection 
of Kimberley United Music Director, Terry Macham's 
past compositions plus one newly written song.  The title 
of this year's offering is "Venite Adoremus," which also 
happens to be the title of one of the cantata songs. 

A public concert in the church is scheduled for Saturday, 
Dec 12 at 7:30 in the evening.  Admission by donation. 
The cantata will also be presented at the following 
morning's worship service on Dec 13. Later that 
afternoon, the choir will travel to Grasmere to perform it 
there for the local community.  And a final performance 
will be held at Christ Church Trinity, Invermere on 
January 3, Epiphany Sunday. 

The Cantata Choir consists of members of Kimberley 
United Church plus members of the Community choir 
and the wider local community. The choir is directed by 
Laurel Ralston. 

Terry Macham

Indoor Lawn Bowls 
 Indoor Lawn Bowls is especially suitable for seniors 
and juniors. The effort required to play at a high 
standard is much less than with an outside grass lawn, 
and seniors can remain competitive much longer, even if they are bowling from a chair or wheel 
chair. Finesse and tactics are more important to success than strength and agility – making this a 
very satisfying sport for those no longer wanting to curl competitively or ski. 

Shaw TV has recorded and broadcast a bowling session, and on Nov 26, 12 members of the 
Kimberley Carpet Bowlers visited and bowled with us. 

 Come along to Kimberley United Church and find out all about it.   We provide the equipment – 
just bring yourself and a pair of flat and clean shoes. Don’t worry if you have never played 
before – we will teach you.   Regular roll ups are at 1:45 on Thursdays and will cost the same as 
last year - $8 a session. Everyone is welcome – and the first two times are free.  The last day for 
bowling this year will be Thursday, Dec 10, and the first day for bowling in 2016 will be 
Thursday, Jan 7. 

Graham Smith 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Property and Finance  
Although we started the year in a worried mode, our finances are 
ending the year in a good position.  We should be able to finish 
the year with our income close to our expenses.  

Fund raisers throughout the year have been great. Thank you to 
all the organizers and volunteers who help to keep our financial 
position in a positive position. 

The regular givings through the PAR (preauthorized remittance) 
and envelop givings are still the major source of our income. To 
this date, the givings are less than last year, however, our budget 
forecast shows that major extra givings to our church happen in 
December. We thank all those who will make a special donation 
for the Christmas season.  

To ensure that a charitable receipt can be issued for 2015, please 
have your donation in the office by December 30. Carol Fergus 
will check the mail and the office on December 31. 

Thank you to the volunteers. 

We did get some of the outside painting finished this fall.   

Thank you to Bill Bale for doing some carpet cleaning on the 
entrances.  

As winter has arrived, we have changed our regular volunteer 
activities to include extra work on snow and ice removal. We do pay for major snow clearing, but 
were definitely caught with the early ice and snow . Many people worked to clear the entrance 
and we appreciate all the extra efforts. 

Look up in the hallway beside the office and you will see the refinished ceiling. This work 
definitely improved the look of the hallway. Also notice the work on the west entrance (wheel 
chair), replaced the supporting posts. The work was done by Eric Thiessen and cost just over 
$4,400. 

A major change this year will be replacing the custodians. We thank Laurie and Bjorn Hagland 
for their many years of dedication to the job. We will hopefully have a new contract in place for 
December. 

The committee wishes all our church family, a joyous Christmas season. 

Louise Welsh
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Trustees Report 
Christmas is a time for joy. We share the joy of Jesus’s birth. 
“Joy to the World” is sung loudly. We joyfully celebrate the 
arrival of Rev Sunny Kim and continued strong support of our 
fellow members. Joy is manifested by our growing partnership 
with our community of Churches. Having additional joyful 
hands means greater results with less work. 

 In this season of joy, hope and caring it is also a time for giving. 
We celebrate that our Legacy Fund is now an active supporter of 
our United Church of Canada Foundation which provides 
support to many areas in the lives of our churches. Thanks to 
United Church members, who provide Legacy Fund gifts to our 
Foundation, we see hope for both our local and international 
programs. Programs that bring help to those in need. It is the 
true Spirit of Christmas! 

There is also joy in seeing growth in donations by the users of 
PAR (pre-authorized remittance) which provides major benefits 
to our volunteer Sunday counters and those who manage our 
Kimberley United Church budget. Christmas is the time to 
review your PAR commitments. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY,” JOYFUL”, NEW 
YEAR 

 Bill Bale, Linda Johnson, Graham Mann, and Gerry 

Semenchuk

Lectionary Bible study 
For several years, the Kimberley United Church has sponsored a “Lectionary Bible Study”  once 
a week.  It is held on Tuesday afternoons from 1:30 to 2:30 in the meeting room on the second 
floor of  Garden View Village.   It is open to all interested persons and is a convenience for the 
Garden View residents. 

Presently it is a true Ecumenical group with participants from the Roman Catholic, Anglican, 
Four Square  and Presbyterian congregations sharing their view with the United Church 
members.   

Besides preparing for the approaching lectionary Sunday readings, there is a time to exchange 
personal concerns and a time for joint prayers.  Rev. Sunny Kim leads this group.... 
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Collecting Stuff! 
One of Kimberley United’s ‘behind-the-scenes’ activities is collecting.  
Yes, we collect many things that may be considered worthless.   

MARK CREEK MARKET TILL TAPES 

Yes, we collect the till  tapes and they are exchanged for a gift certificate.  
For  every $5000.00 MCM gives us a $30 gift certificate.  These augment 
our local charity projects.   

CAMPBELL SOUP LABELS: These are saved for ‘Resident Therapy’ at 
the Shriner’s Hospital for Crippled & burned Children in Spokane, Wash.  

USED CANCELLED STAMPS...  These are added to the Grand Chapter of 
BC for Eastern Star programme.  The stamps are cut and sorted and then 
sold and the profits augment their Cancer Research fund.  

USED EYE GLASSES..They are given to groups that collect for Third 
World distribution. 

FLIP TOPS .... From cans and bottles ...  They are collected and delivered to the Ronald 
McDonald house at the Children’s Hospital in Calgary.   ( This is where most of our children 
from this area  are sent.) The funds raised are used for Resident comforts.   

SO, PLEASE KEEP SAVING & DEPOSIT THEM IN THE COLLECTION CORNER IN THE 
HALLWAY.  THANKS!!!!


