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Kimberley United Church 

Dates: 
Congregational Meeting: Tuesday, March 31 at 7:00 pm 

Services for Holy Week & Easter. 
(Includes inter-church activities) 

April 2nd, Maundy Thursday. 7 pm--Service @ All Saints Anglican.   

	 	 Seder Supper @ St. Andrews Presbyterian. 

April 3rd, Good Friday.  10 am. --Good Friday Service @ KUC. 

April 5th, Easter Sunday.  7:15 am---Sunrise Service.  Location: 2.3 Km. 
S.E. on Jim Ogilvie Way.  A light breakfast, hosted by the Roman Catholic 
Church will follow.  (In the R.C. Hall) 

	 	 10 am.  Worship @ KUC (with Communion).   

Wednesday, April 8th.  11 A.M.  Worship @ The Pines 
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“In our journeying we find you, God of the unexpected places. 
We find you there - in our doubts as well as our certainties, 

in our fears as well as our courage, 
in our questions as well as our wonder, 

and in our turning to others to care. 
Help us to journey on, looking expectantly to find you.” 

               (Lynda Wright, Hay and Stardust, edited by Ruth Burgess) 

Throughout this Lenten season we have journeyed with Jesus through the wilderness and accompanied 
him in the experiences of  his life and ministry as recorded in the Gospel accounts. March 29th, the date 
this edition of  the Kimberley United Church newsletter is distributed, is the sixth and final Sunday in the 
Lenten Season. This last Sunday of  Lent is also the beginning of  Holy Week. This paradox is reflective of  
our journey of  faith and life. As people of  faith we are constantly reminded that with every ending there is 
a new beginning, with every change new possibilities and opportunities.  

Holy Week begins with Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem for the Passover celebrations. Amid the 
cheering throngs, of  people gathered to greet Jesus, there are undertones of  fear and doubt, joy and 
sorrow, risk and danger. It is tempting to ignore these undertones and the risk involved in following Jesus 
as he is drawn ever closer to the end of  his earthly life. If  we skip blithely from Palm Sunday to Easter 
Sunday, missing the poignancy of  Good Friday and the lessons of  the way of  the cross, we miss something 
of  the extreme joy the disciples experienced in the risen Christ. 

We all know that life doesn’t move from one joyous moment to another. In between there can be difficult 
moments of  confusion, grief  and loss. Joy and sorrow are often interwoven as was the case during Jesus’ 
last week. In that final week there were intense moments of  intimacy when Jesus modelled servant  
leadership as he washed his disciples feet and shared what would be his last supper with them. He gave 
them encouragement to carry on and told them that others would know they were his disciples by the way 
they loved others as he loved them. Love was to be the hallmark of  being Christian and it was love, strong 
and tender, that emboldened a few to stay with him as he suffered and died on the cross. And it was with 
eyes of  love, on that first Easter morning, that some of  Jesus’ followers recognized the risen Christ in their 
midst. The miracle of  the healing power of  love that transformed them, spread to others as in their 
enthusiasm they shared their stories of  faith. They began to realize that Jesus still accompanied them, in a 
very real way, on their journey and that love is stronger than death.  

In this Holy Week and Easter season may we be aware of  God’s promise of  new life revealed in the risen 
Christ. In these coming weeks and months, as we remember the experiences of  Jesus’ disciples and the 
early Christian communities of  faith, may we ask ourselves what signs of  the living Christ do we see in our 
own lives. Where do we see signs of  new life and hope in our community of  faith? With eyes focused on 
faith, and hearts filled with love, may we see: caring for one another and the wider world; reconciliation 
and cooperative activities; new learning and personal growth; celebration and hospitality; renewed energy 
and faith-filled action.  

May our lives be blessed and may we remember that Christ lives and breathes and works through us. 
Wherever we are, whatever we do in Christ’s name, we will always be connected to each other in love, in 

faith and in hope.  Easter Blessings,  Christine 
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Council Report 
It doesn’t seem a moment since we were celebrating Christmas and the Cantata, but here we are and it is 
Easter already. Most of  the activities are celebrated elsewhere in the Newsletter, so I will concentrate more 
on what is happening over the next few months. 

Most of  you will know by now that Christine has decided to retire to allow her to spend more time on her 
family commitments. She feels that she cannot meet those commitments while still ministering to KUC 
and giving that the attention it needs and deserves. We wish her well with her future plans and wish her 
God speed. 

It does leave us with the challenge of  finding a new minister. There is a closely defined process that must 
be followed in this endeavour. By now (Easter) we should have appointed a Search Committee and 
completed the Presbytery template that informs potential candidates about us and our requirements for 
the new Minister. This will have been approved at a Congregational meeting and sent to the Presbytery 
for approval.  

Once we receive that approval (mid-April) the vacancy will be posted and we will (hopefully) receive a 
goodly number of  suitable candidates. We expect shortlisting to take place at the end of  May if  we have 
sufficient good candidates by then. That leaves us two or three weeks in June to examine the shortlist and, 
God willing, make an offer to a good candidate before the end of  June. It is highly likely that the new 
Minister will need to give 90 days’ notice at their current position which means that the earliest we can 
expect the new Minister to be in place is mid-September. It will be later if  any of  the earlier process 
activities slip, or we do not get good candidates quickly. 

Please watch the KimberleyUnited.CA website for more information, updates and progress. 

Graham Smith 

Trustee Committee Report 
Members: Bill Bale, Christine Dudley, Linda Johnson, Graham Mann, Gerry Semenchuk 

Easter is a time for remembering what Jesus gave for his God and his followers. Jesus left a legacy that has 
lasted for over 2000 years.  

At our Annual General Meeting we heard that our Legacy Fund as of  December 31, 2014 totalled 
$96,012.21. We also celebrated the knowledge that 50% of  our investment fees from June to December 
2014 would be returned to Kimberley United Church in the form of  added shares. Your Trustees can 
now report that we have received the value of  $296.07 in shares as promised by Fiera Capital. As of  
March 9, 2015 our Legacy Fund totalled $101,208.35. 

You know why continued life for our church in our aging facility is so dear to us all. Our Legacy Fund is a 
wonderful way of  making this continued life in Kimberley a reality. If  you wish to know how you can help 
make it sustainable, just ask.      Graham Mann   
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Easter Financial Report 
Spring and Easter are seasons of  promise and hope. 

Although we cannot complain about a hard winter, we eagerly await the new growth that comes with the 
change of  seasons. Being part of  our church is about hope and responding to all of  God’s promise that we 
see every day.  

The regular monthly givings of  our congregation do not match the regular monthly expenses.   At this 
point in time, we have enough money in the regular account that we can cover the anticipated expenses 
for March.  

The good news is that some families have been able to increase their regular givings in PAR  (Pre- 
Authorized Remittance) which helps to offset the changes we have had in our congregation. While our 
fund raisers are excellent, the majority of  our income comes from givings from our members. 

In our budget, we used the amount of  $2,800 as extra givings we have received in the past for special 
Easter donations.  Please use the time of  Easter as an opportunity to make a special donation. 

While we all have many options for how we spend our money, trying to decide what is the best use of  your 
charitable gifts and even how much money you should give, can cause us all some serious thoughts and 
discussions.   

For those of  you who receive the Observer, I recommend reading  the article on page 29 in the March 
issue.  I’m sure we can copy and share this article with anyone who would like to read it.  The article talks 
about United Church national givings and the elephant in the room…money. 

 The exercise that is easy to do as we fill in our tax forms, is to look at line 260, taxable income and divide 
that amount by 10. It will give you some idea what figure is reasonable if  you are willing to consider 
tithing an option. 

 We are people with hope that our actions and 
gifts will help to change our world. 

Louise Welsh 
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