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Kimberley United Church 
2014 Thanksgiving Newsletter 

Dates 
• October 12: Thanksgiving Sunday.#
• October 15: Community Swim sponsored by KUC. 6-7 pm#
• October 17-19:  Banff Men’s Conference ( www.banffmen.org }#
• October 19: Grateful Executor Seminar 2:00 pm in sanctuary#
• November 2: All Saints Sunday.#
• November 9: Remembrance Day Observance.#
• November 30: First Sunday of Advent.#
• Garden View Study Group: Tuesdays at 1:30 pm#
• Worship @ The Pines:  First Wednesday of every month at 11:00 am.#
• Choir practice:  Thursdays @ 6 pm. Christmas Cantata practice at 6:30 pm#
• Indoor Lawn Bowling: Fridays in lower hall at 1:45 pm "
"

September 7: A Farewell and t hank you lunch for Barbara Langton and Ruth and Dale Ratzlaff 
as they move to Victoria. They have been important members of our church for many years and 
have been true “Friends for the Journey”. 

http://www.banffmen.org
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Minister’s Report 
Gracious God, you reveal yourself  

in the wonderful world that surrounds us. 
You speak through the wind. 

You reveal splendour in mountain peaks and colourful trees. 
You feed us with grain from the fields. 

You warm us with the sun  
and quench the earth with Autumn rains. 

We are surrounded by the wonders of your creation. 
For these things, and so much more, we give you thanks, O God.   

As I sit and write this note to you, I feel that change is in the air. The leaves on the trees are 
rapidly changing colour and soon they will be in their full Autumn glory. There have been changes in our 
community of faith as well. We’ve said goodbye to members of our community who have died and who 
have moved away. Some of our members are experiencing changes and challenges in their lives that 
require our love and support.  

As I reflect on our life together, there is much for which I am grateful. In the midst of a busy 
summer season, many volunteers worked together with grace and good humour to host a Family Day 
Camp at Camp Stone in August. Funeral receptions were catered skillfully and beautifully. High Teas 
were hosted with fun and good food with lots of generous time offered by our members and others in the 
wider community. With short notice, we worked together and offered our appreciation and fond farewells 
to Barbara Langton and Ruth & Dale Ratzlaff early in September.  Some of us were able to attend an 
Interchurch Picnic at Camp Stone in September with members from other churches in Kimberley. We 
enjoyed a Welcome Back Sunday luncheon hosted by the Outreach, Pastoral Care and Fellowship 
Committee at the end of September. The Garden View Bible Study gatherings have resumed, after a 
summer recess, every Tuesday afternoon from 1:30-2:30 pm – anyone who would like to join us 
occasionally or on a regular basis is welcome to attend. And, there continues to be Breakfast at B.J’s on 
the last Friday of the month at 8:00 am for anyone who’d like to gather for fun and lively conversation. 

October promises to be a busy month with many fun community activities. Indoor Lawn Bowling  
starts up again every Friday afternoon beginning, October 3rd. The annual Apple Pie Bee is Wednesday, 
October 8th. Our church is sponsoring a free community swim October 15th, 6:00-7:00 pm. 

In the spirit of ecumenism, we are working with other churches to be a visible sign of Christian 
unity in our community. It is in this spirit that Kimberley United Church and Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church offered a Blessing of the Animals service on October 4th. We are also collecting good used winter 
clothing for the Winter Clothing ReUse, October 18th at the Baptist Church.  

This Fall, we look forward to: Worldwide Communion Sunday (October 5th); Thanksgiving 
Sunday (October 12th); World Food Sunday (October 19th). Also, Cantata Choir practices will be held 
every Thursday evening at 6:30 pm (after our regular choir practices) to learn a brand new cantata 
composed by Terry Macham. There is already anticipation and excitement among those who have 
participated in the Cantata Choir the past two years. If you enjoy singing and are willing to make a 
commitment to regular practices we’d love to include you in this year’s cantata! 

More than simply dates on a calendar, these activities and services reflect the willingness of our 
community of faith to engage with each other and the wider community. We work and worship together 
and enjoy each other’s company in the process. We can be of service to the community in which we live 
and show by our words and actions our commitment to following Christ’s example of faith-filled living. 

As always, I feel deeply blessed to serve as one among you. In this season of bounty and 
blessings it is especially easy to offer our gratitude and thanksgiving. May this day, and every day, 
continue to be a day  
of thanksgiving to God.  

 May thanksgiving overflow in our hearts and often be proclaimed in our prayers. 
 …May we always be open, willing, and ready to share our blessings with others. 

Christine      (Out of the Ordinary, by Joyce Rupp, pg. 207) #
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Council Report 
Welcome Back!!!  Our fall session at Kimberley United is underway with fun and 

fund raisers being planned, special Worship music being practiced, all committees 
actively engaged and working toward making this fall memorable, exciting and faith 
filled.   Ruth Ratzlaff has resigned as Council chair as she has moved to Victoria. I have 
agreed to act as her replacement until our annual meeting in February of 2015.  We 
thank Ruth for her dedication and wish her many blessings as she begins in a new 
church family. Your committees, Property & Finance, Communications, Presbytery, 
Outreach, Pastoral Care & Fellowship, Worship, Trustees, Ministry & Personnel and of 
course our Treasurer and Council secretary continue to operate, overseeing the 
activities, life and work of our pastoral charge. We are blessed to have Rev. Christine as 
our spiritual leader and Linda as our church secretary.   
Most important in our church family are you, the members and adherents who frequent 
our pews and keep Kimberley United in their prayers.  As we move through this fall 
time, we encourage you to enjoy what is offered here, make suggestions if you would like 
to see changes and be involved in whatever capacity that you are able.  We are one body 
and one spirit and with that, we can make a difference.  #

Blessings 
Diana Semenchuk   

   #
Property & Finance  

Although the committee did not meet over the summer, a 
number of maintenance projects were carried out including repairs to 
stucco at the main entrance and washing of all the building windows . 
A big thank you to Sandy and Laurie Kay and Laura and Bill Bale for 
taking on the cleaning of the Church windows. A very large project 
indeed. Also we would like to thank the following for taking over the 
janitorial duties while our regular cleaners were on vacation:  Gerry 
and Diana Semenchuk, Donna VanderMaaten, and Sandy Kay.  The 
committee also wishes to thank Jim Andrews for repairing the 
administration exterior doors which had suffered extensive water 
damage over the years. 

Terry Macham,  
Chairperson #
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Treasurer’s Report 

The summer activities have kept many 
people busy in and out of our church. We had a 
successful number of High Teas, although we 
have less net revenue than last year, just under 
$3000. With the last High Tea and the apple 
pie sale in the next month, we are hoping to add 
extra funds to our bank account. 

The summer was great for many travels 
and weekend events, this does often affect our 
cash flow and we are down about $2000 in total 
envelop givings. We hope that the return to 
church in the fall will see many happy givers 
catch up on their plans. 

Activities that our church continues to support include the United for Kids day 
camp, special lunches and the Munchie card program for the schools. Now that school is 
back we will soon wish to send our contribution of $1000 to the schools to support the 
lunch program for disadvantaged young people. 

Income in August was $7900 while expenses were $13580. The bank still has 
money in our account but we will need a boost to the October givings to keep us from 
having to take money out of the Legacy account. 

We hope you will prayerfully review your givings and if an extra offering is 
possible, we are all thankful for that opportunity to give. 

The original Thanksgiving was a specified day for people to say thank you for so 
many gifts from God.  A line from the last Observer magazine caught my attention 
“Stewardship is in thanks for God’s gifts and grace in my life.” May we all continue to 
give our thanks regularly.  

Louise Welsh 
Treasurer #

KUC Indoor Lawn Bowling 
Bowling is every Friday at 1:45 pm in the Lower Hall.  It is open to all and we will 

provide training. Indoor lawn bowling is suitable for all ages and levels of physical 
ability, so please encourage friends and neighbours to come. Peng and Graham will be 
on hand to help everyone enjoy the experience. Newcomers - first 2 sessions are free 
then each session is $8.00 
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#
Trustee’s Report 

Members: Bill Bale, Linda Johnson, Graham Mann, Gerry Semenchuk 
With the end of summer activities all Council committee members are again in the 

planning mode. Our Church fall and winter calendar is filling up with traditional and 
new exciting events. One such successful event introduced last year was the free 
Executors & Estate Settlement Seminar, which is being repeated on October 19, 2014, 
from 2 to 3:30 pm in the sanctuary.  

Thanks to our hosts Barb & Daryl Houser who are bringing back Kevin Holte.  
Kevin will again present The Grateful Executor Seminar with great sensitivity and 
humour.  Many of you enjoyed his information on easing the stress of executors and the 
importance of wills last year.  Kevin has a new PowerPoint presentation for 2014.  In 
celebration of World Food Day, guests will be asked to bring donations for the Happy 
Hands Food Bank.  Non-perishable food, personal care items and/or cash will be 
gratefully accepted at the Church 

We continue to celebrate that our limited investment funds are now making 
substantial returns to our Legacy Fund.  This Seminar will give you some valuable 
suggestions and the ease of including bequests to our Legacy Fund to help support the 
life of our church. Mark your calendar and tell your friends. 

We all know why continued life for our church in Kimberley is dear to us. Our 
Legacy Fund is a wonderful way of making this a reality.  Welcome back from your 
summer activities. #
Graham Mann 
Trustee Chair ##############
Some Summer Images for KUC 
Julyfest parade 
United 4 Kids Day Camp 
Ladies Retreat at Rock Lake Camp



1. Remove apple stem.
2. Place a votive on
top of the apple and
trace around the base
with a pen.
3. Using a craft knife,
follow the tracing and
cut a circle, deep
enough to hold the
votive.

4. Cut an X shape in the circle to make
it easier to remove the middle
5. Scoop center area, the pre-cut shape.
Should scoop out easily.
6. Smooth edges and drop votive into
hole.

Display like this
or float in a large bowl of water

Ingredients:
» apples
» ground cinnamon and granulated sugar, mixed

Directions:
»Preheat oven to 200F degrees.
» Line two large baking pans with parchment paper.
» Wash and thinly slice the apples (the thinner the slice, the

crispier the chip)
» Spread the apple slices onto the baking pans in a single

layer.
» Sprinkle with cinnamon and sugar mix.
» Bake for 1 hour, flip the apples over, and bake for another
hour. Turn the oven off and keep the apples inside as the oven
cools down (for another hour.) This will help them get crunchy.
» Some apples may just be chewy and only slightly crunchy after

3 hours in the oven.
» Store apple chips at room temperature in an airtight container for up

to 1 week.

Kids' Page

Apple Candles

Line up a row of apple candles to make a dramatic table centerpiece!!

Across:
2. tool for writing
3. tools for colouring
5. device for connecting to
the internet
9. used to stick papers
together
11. another word for "Quiz"
13. to put a point on a pencil
16. person who plans
lessons and helps you learn
18. book with blank pages
for writing

Down:
1. subject in which you learn about
songs and instruments
2. person in charge of a school
4. yellow vehicle that brings kids to
school
6. measuring tool
7. people you like to be around
8. look at words and understand them
10. afternoon meal
12. Suat you do with your brain
13. Suace where students learn
14. Subject in which you learn about
numbers
15. Suace where books are kept
17. Sunk item to remove mistakes
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